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Left: Seen in the spacious 
workshops at Yeading 
are a Later post-1956 
Morris Minor mail van, 
with single windscreen, 
metal wings and grille 
with horizontal bars, 
presumably in for its 
first overhaul after just 
a few years’work, having 
a mechanical check- 
over, and an earlier PO 
Telephones ‘Y’Type 
van, which appears 
to be undergoing 
some significant body 
repairs. A couple of 
morris‘J’Type van and 
a Commer‘Express’van 
can be glimpsed in the 
background. 

(CHC aav715) 
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W elcome to another issue, 
into which our designer 
Rob has managed to 
shoe-horn an enormous 
number of interesting 
pictures of vehicles, old and new - the 
pictures, that is, the vehicles are all either 
old or very old. I'd like to think that Vintage 
Roadscene, like the many rallies and road 
runs we have to look forward to over the 
summer months, provides a window into the 
past, so we can look back fondly to 'the good 
old days' 

Yes, we all know they weren't all good, 
the sun didn't really shine all day, every day 
through the summer, and a lot of people 
had to work hard, with long hours, at very 
physical jobs. Just watch some of the drivers 
battling with'crash'gearboxes, no power 
steering and so on, as they drive their lovely 
old vehicles at the rallies we all enjoy, and 
these vehicles are mainly unladen. Just 
think what it would have been like with a 
full load, which you've already hand-balled 
on, sheeted and roped. Ah yes, we were all 
younger and stronger then... 

It's interesting to compare and contrast 
the lorries of yesterday with those currently 
delivering our daily bread and just about 
everything else we need. We all know about 
our publisher Kelsey's season opening and 
closing Classic Commercial shows at Malvern 
in Spring and Donington in the autumn, but 
the company is also running two'Trucking 
Live'shows in September, at Ardingley 
Showground in Sussex on 10-11 th, and 
Oswestry Showground in Shropshire on 24- 
25th September. Both are great venues, with 
lots for all the family to see and do. We are 


‘Scenes Past’this month features a series of pictures taken during an early post-war visit to 
Whitbread’s ChisweLL Street Brewery, in London EC1.These nearly-new Dennis Pax drays were 
seen being loaded with barrels of beer in the yard, along with some fascinating GV Electrics, 
dating from the 1920s and still in service. (CHC aba220) 


The freshly‘restored’-‘remade’, more 
like - Foden ‘Twin-Load’ of Tony Knowles 
really Looks the part, but it was one of 
only a handful of‘new’ restorations seen 
on this year’s HCVS London to Brighton 
event. Classified 8AE7/32 by the factory, 
it is powered by a Foden FD6 Mk7 two- 
stroke diesel with 12-speed box to keep it 
spinning. 




This Dodge Kew 100 Series van, OPD 74 (Surrey, 1950) was operated by Draper’s, the tool 
people, from its premises in Kingston-upon-Thames. A Lovely black and white picture, but can 
anyone confirm the colours? 


offering free entry to classic lorries and ther 
crews. For more information and to book, 
please call 01406 373421 or you can visit the 
website, www.truckinglive.co.uk 
In this issue, we have an article on the 
GPO's Central Repair Depot at Yeading, 
as a taster for the next issue of our Road 
Transport Archive series, which offers a 
pictorial history of the surprising number of 
different types of vehicle, including plenty 
of heavy lorries, which the Post Office ran, 
in connection with its mail and telephone 
services. There's lots of interesting stuff here, 
plenty of specialist kit, as well as more or less 
standard vans and lorries, with something 


for just about every classic vehicle 
enthusiast. 

Talking of looking back to our youth, we've 
had a plea for help from Norman Hinchliffe, 
of John Ayrey Die-Casts, which is responsible 
for the B-T Models range of model buses and 
lorries. He has had a request from Draper's, 
the tool people, who will be celebrating 
the company's Centenary in 2019, and 
have asked him to produce some models 
for them, of the 'Parrot-nose' Dodge Kew 
100 Series van, which is illustrated above in 
Draper's copyright picture. 

They are trying to establish the correct 
colour scheme for the vehicle. It is believed 
that the colour was green with black 
mudguards, with yellow or gold black- 
shaded lettering. This sounds about right, 
but confirmation would be nice. Does any 
reader remember the vehicle, or have more 
information, to confirm the colours? 
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AEC TGM MERCURY FIRE APPLIANCES 


Ron Henderson looks at a new design of fire-fighting vehicle from the mid-1960s onwards. 
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Above: The prototype AEC TGM fire engine, built by Merryweather,went to Leicester City Fire Brigade in 1967.A comprehensively equipped machine, it 
appeared at a time when various experiments were being conducted into the visibility of fire engines at night. The vehicle was finished in the standard 
fire engine red, but the wheeled escape was painted yellow, for increased visibility during darkness. Maybe they got this the wrong way round... 


A EC's successful 4GM Mercury 
goods lorry chassis was 
updated and replaced in 1965 
by the introduction of the 
equally successful TGM Mercury 
with the Ergomatic cab. Making its debut at 
the 1964 Commercial Motor Show, this new 
model, with Giovanni Michelotti-designed 
cab, followed the increasing trend of the 
day, with the traditional pleasing curves and 
rounded lines of cabs now moving over to 
more squared off angles, the TGM Mercury 
being no exception. However, the cab built 
by GKN Sankey, with all its recessed panels 
and lots of chrome plating to the front grille, 
did look good. 

It looked even better married to a fire 
engine body. It was Merryweather & Sons 
of Greenwich that introduced the first TGM 
Merryweather fire engine. Backed by lots of 
previous experience, Merryweather was the 
first company to adopt AEC chassis for fire¬ 
fighting purposes, firstly with the Regal and 
Regent chassis and then the 5GM Mercury 
chassis. Naturally, the company was keen 
to continue its association with quality AEC 
products, and it was therefore a foregone 
conclusion that the newTGM chassis would be 
adapted for fire service purposes. 


So it was that the first TGM Mercury high- 
performance diesel-driven fire engine was 
produced by Merryweather. Marketed as the 
Marquis Series 7, the 7 tons gvw appliance 
was based on a 12ft 1 ins wheelbase chassis, 
which was 15 inches shorter than the previous 


Marquis appliances. The machine was powered 
by the standard AEC AV505, six cylinder diesel 
engine, offering 154 bhp at 2300 rpm, driving 
through a five speed gearbox. 

Bonallack of Basildon was sub-contracted to 
build the bodies, using aluminium sheeting on 



Above: This anonymous and rather unkempt pump Ladder originally carried a wheeled escape, 
when delivered to South Shields Fire Brigade in 1968. It was pictured after being incorporated 
into the Tyne & Wear Fire Brigade fleet and relegated to the reserve fleet. 
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Above: Teesside Fire Brigade was in existence for only six years, but during that time, bought seven AEC fire engines, with assorted bodywork from the 
three main builders, Carmichael, HCB-Angus and Merryweather. This is one of the Merryweather ones, shown before delivery. When operational, the 
top half of the cab was painted white. 

steel framework. Seating was provided for four 
crewmen in the rear cab, on rearward-facing 
seats, with ample locker accommodation for 
equipment. Two types of crew doors were 
offered, full height doors with internal step 
or half length doors with external steps. 

Merryweathers design, however, did not 
accommodate the tilt cab facility. 

Water tank capacities from 100 to 400 gallons 
were offered, while the 900 gallons per minute 
pump could be mounted with controls and 
fittings at the rear or amidships, with controls 
on both sides. Two hose reels fed from the 
water tank were fitted as standard. Ladders 
were optional, according to the customer's 
requirements, and included fittings for 35 ft 
extension ladders, 45 ft aluminium extension 
ladders or the traditional 50 ft wheeled escape 
ladder. 

The prototype dual-purpose appliance, 
completed in 1967, was acquired by Leicester 
City Fire Brigade. It came with a 50 ft 
Merryweather steel-wheeled escape ladder 
and, while the appliance was finished in 
traditional red paint, the ladders were painted 
yellow, for increased visibility during hours of 
darkness. 

The second customer was Sunderland Fire 
Brigade, which bought its first of two in 1967, 
the second coming a year later. Sheffield was 
the third customer and became the biggest 
purchaser of the model, ultimately placing 
eight in service. The next biggest user was 
Dublin with five examples. Both the Scottish 
Fire ServiceTraining School at Gullane and 
the Fire Service College at Moreton in Marsh 



Above: Three of the Merryweather AEC Mercury TGMs were built as Pump/HPs - Pumping 
appliances with a 50ft hydraulic platform. This one, dating from 1972, was at Rotherham. 
Bedfordshire Fire Brigade bought the other two, both of which were Later sold for further service 
to County Cork, Ireland. 


bought single examples, solely for training 
purposes and both equipped with wheeled 
escapes, while the British Leyland Motor 
Corporation bought one for the protection of 
its Cowley works. 

The design later offered a departure from 
the standard dual purpose appliance, with 
the fitting of a 50ft hydraulic Simon Snorkel 
platform, while still retaining the pumping 
equipment. Two like this were bought 
by Bedfordshire Fire Brigade and one by 
Rotherham Fire Brigade. Apart from Hong 
Kong, the only other export order was for a 


pair of foam tenders for Pancevo Oil Refinery 
in Yugoslavia. Just under 50 Merryweather fire 
engines were built on the 12ft 1 in wheelbase 
TGM chassis. 

TheTGM Mercury was not unique to 
Merryweathers, however, as HCB-Angus later 
offered fire appliances on the same chassis, 
but this company's design incorporated the tilt 
cab facility. The City of Nottingham bought the 
first HCB-Angus appliance, a combined rescue 
pump with front-mounted winch, followed 
later by three dual-purpose appliances, with 
wheeled escape ladders. The second one went 
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I Above: This was an odd one. It was built in 1968 to the order of ICI Ltd, for its Stevenston Works in Ayrshire, and Later transferred to the company’s North 
Tees Plant at BiLLingham.lt carried 660 gallons of water and 150 gallons of foam. Cameras were not allowed in the plant, but the kind firemen brought 
the machine to the main gate, so it could be photographed for posterity. 




to Blackpool and four went to Leicester City. 
Both Teesside and Hertfordshire fire brigades 
had three, while Sheffield City bought an 
unusual emergency tender with a hydraulic 
crane on the back. Belfast Fire Brigade bought 
three, as well as some similar appliances bodied 
by Alexander and, not putting all of their eggs 
in one basket, also ordered someTGMs with 
Carmichael bodywork. In Southern Ireland. 
Dublin Fire Brigade bought five. The only 
exports were to Hong Kong, which ordered 
four rescue pumps in 1968. Merryweathers and 
some other fire engine builders also produced 
turntable ladders and special appliances on 
longer wheelbase TGM chassis. These will be 
described in Part 2. 


Above: British craftsmanship at its best. A brand new, gleaming state-of-the-art AEC Mercury/HCB- 
Angus water tender for Dublin Fire Brigade, pictured on exhibition at the Chief Fire 

Officers’Conference at Harrogate in 1968. (I Moore) 


I Above: The first two HCB-Angus bodied AEC Mercury TGMs went to Nottingham City Fire Brigade, which ultimately ordered one pump/rescue tender and 
three dual purpose appliances.The HCB-Angus design incorporated the tilt cab facility, while the early Merryweather vehicles did not. 
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Scenes 

Remembered 




Part 2 


Allan Bedford continues his look at 
the role which road transport played 
in the growth of the Royal Arsenal Co¬ 
operative Society in peace and war, 
carrying on from the end of World 
Warll in 1945. 

Right: An ex-military Bedford MW,SMF 211, with a 
well-constructed body built by H & G Creasey of 
Knebworth. (Stephen Creasey) 

Below: An example of a Bedford MW Integral 
Van, SMY 582, built by Arlington of Ponders 
End, showing the distinctive diamond grille. 
Similar to vehicles in the RACS fleet, two of these 
unusual vehicles survive in preservation, a CWS 
milk service-liveried dropside,JXN 858, and 
an integral van once used by F W Woolworth, 

UHX 834. (All photos are from the Allan Bedford 
collection, unless otherwise stated) 


Bedfords proving especially popular for 
conversion work. Both Arlington Motors 
of Ponders End and Commercial Motors 
in Newport, Monmouthshire, offered 
coachbuilt forward control box vans. 

The Arlington version, with its distinctive 
diamond shaped grille and original military 

Below: Another commercial postcard scene, 
taken in the Late 1940s, showing the one 
time hub at Woolwich ‘Beresford Square’. 
Seen passing between the market stalls 
and beneath the pawnbroker’s sign is one 
of the Society’s Commer 025 vans, with two 
‘STL’buses on route 54 (Piumstead Common- 
Selsdon), which converted to RTs in early 
1950. On the main road, a Foden or ERF 
approaches from the left and a tram can be 
glimpsed on the extreme right.To-day, the 
Arsenal Gate House is isolated in the middle 
of the dual carriageway and the market 
square is traffic-free. 




M oving on, to 2nd April 1945, 
Mr Aidred submitted a 
request for two new 4/5 
ton Commer chassis/cabs, 
obtainable from the CWS 
Manchester, at £500, less 10% each. This was 
followed just a day before Victory in Europe 
was declared (8th May 1945) by a further 
request for seven Bedford coal lorries, again 
from the CWS, at £415, less 716% each. 

The first'peaceful'entry in the company 
minutes concerning the fleet was the receipt 
of a licence to purchase two Commer Q25 
vans from the CWS, at £470, less 10% each. 

The early post-war period of'make do and 
mend' provided a new lease of life for many 
surplus military vehicles, with the smaller 
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pattern wheels and tyres, found favour 
with the RACS and other Societies. A 
small coachbuilder in Knebworth, Herts 
also carried out at least one thorough 
transformation for the Society. 

Bedfords continued to dominate the fleet 
into the 1950s, with examples of'OXC' and 
'OSS'tractor units,'OW','OL'and 'M'Types, 
followed by theA' Series family. 

A large influx of new electric floats, built 
by Brush of Loughborough, continued 
to replace the horse for dairy doorstep 
deliveries,during the early post-war period, 
some of these surviving into the late 1960s. 
Despite this programme of replacement, the 
horse remained on some rounds until 1959- 
'60 at certain depots. The surviving carts 
being the typical pneumatic-tyred artillery 
wheel pattern. 

However, one abiding memory I have 
of the Society's obsolescence into the 
mid-1950s, was to witness a pair horse, 


Left: This Commer Superpoise box van for the 
RACS Butchery Department, fleet no 470, was 
delivered at the war’s end and brought some 
well-needed style to the over-worked vehicle 
fleet. (National Co-operative Archive, Manchester) 

Below: To supply the North Woolwich store 
in Kennard Street the Woolwich Free Ferry 
provided the quickest route. This animated 
scene features the 1922 Paddler‘Gordon’. 
Among the vehicles on board are a Bedford 
‘OW’in BRS livery, a DG Foden and early Austin 
‘K’, what could be a Ford Model 78 Woody by 
the funnel and a Ford 8 Model 7Y. Generations 
of children were shown the gleaming engine 
room of these monsters by their fathers, the 
other vessels in service being‘Squires’(1922), 
Will Crooks and John Benn (1930).These were 
all scrapped in 1963, with the arrival of three 
modern diesels. 



Ak’ihkfc; 
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canvas-tilted van on cart wheels, grinding 
up the small incline outside my home 
every Saturday, to deliver to a Mrs Harrison 
opposite. She must have been a woman of 
some means, as she also called upon the 
Gleniffer Laundry of Catford to do her weekly 
wash, which would arrive in a distinctive 
pale green and cream Morris Commercial 
Equi-load series van - I only wish I could find 
a picture of a vehicle from that fleet. 

British food retailers in the early post¬ 
war period began to look at the new 
developments taking place in the USA, 
with Sainsburys opening its first self- 
service store in Croydon in 1950, with the 
Society following suit at Tooting. These 
store conversions were sometimes called 
Superettes, a name we no longer hear. By 
the end of the decade the Society had eighty 
self-service outlets. 


Above: One of the many electric floats supplied around 1946, by Brush of Loughborough. 


The Society often celebrated important 
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Thos. Brawn & Sons. 


HOME GARDENS, DARTFORD 


The Mitcham Lane branch about to receive a delivery 
from a Bedford ‘OL Circular tram route 8 (Victoria- 
CLapham-Tooting-Steatham-Victoria) Last ran on 6th 
January 1951 (stage 2), while 1912-buiLt E Class tram 
1674 was scrapped the following month.The company 
whose name is seen above the Co-op shop ‘E & A 
Wates’, appears to still trade at this address. 


Above: A late Fordson 7V, with stylish 
coachwork by Thomas Brown of Dartford, 
which around this time also constructed 
four attractive coaches on Austin ‘K’ 

Ceries chassis for Monty Heaver’s ‘Darenth 
Hire Service’ of Eynsford. This vehicle 
was operated on contract, by G Penn of 
Delacourt Road, Blackheath, SE3. 


Prjsse.nger orrrf CornTOrcaoJ Motor Body 
defers and* Bepairws 

FJwnn t D AnrrODb >lf| 


milestones using decorated floats, 
sometimes using vehicles from the coal 
department. Examples included a Bedford 
OSS, with giant basket for the May 1951 
Festival of Britain. A promotion for the CWS' 
own washing powder'Spel'celebrated the 
Coronation in June 1953. The addition of 


electrical appliance rental was promoted 
on the back of a Bedford A Series coal lorry, 
offering a 17 inch television, at 8/6d per 
week, and a Frigidaire fridge, with free 
service and installation, at 6/- per week 
reducing to 3/-! 

A further milestone, featuring an A series 


Artie unit ,was to celebrate the opening of 
the one hundredth self-service store, carried 
out by Alfie 'Bootsie' Bass, the popular star 
of ITV's 'Army Game' and later'Bootsie and 
Snudge'with Bill Fraser.The store involved 
was the branch in Mcleod Road, Abbey 
Wood, a main thoroughfare named after the 



I Above: The branch is Basildon Road, Abbey Wood receives a delivery of fresh produce, courtesy of a Bedford M series. The 1930-buiLt tram, No 592, 
is bound for The Embankment, on route 38. This tram survived in service until the final day, 5th July 1952, and was one of the last to arrive at the 
PenhaLL Road, Charlton ‘Tramatorium’ (where they were burnt and scrapped) at 2.27am on Sunday 6th. 
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first secretary and manager of the Society, 
and part of the Bostall Housing Estate it 
built on former farmland before World War I. 
This road was served by electric trams for 44 
years, until the very last day, 5th July 1952. 

The increasing range of services offered 
soon required dedicated vehicles, and the 
Society used Thames 300E, Austin A55 and, 
later, at least one 1962 Mini van, 199 ELA, for 
its TV, radio and appliance rental service; a 
Thames 400E van for footwear repairs, 154 
ALU, Fleet No 1466, advertising the orders 
were taken at your local branch, while a 
trusty Austin LD delivered your Express Dry 
Cleaning, 499 EYF, Fleet No 109. 

A later promotion around the time of the 
launch of the Ford Cortina was a competition 
to'Win this Car', which was carried on the 
back of a Bedford TK. 

A number of Thames ET6 vans served 


various departments, with a later Thames 
Trader Luton van for removals and storage 
(estimates free: phone WOOL 2000). This 
replaced a late example of the 7V operated 
under contract. 

In the late 1950s, some of the earlier electric 
floats and the remaining horse vans were 
replaced by a large influx of Smiths electric 
floats, finished in an attractive mottled 
aluminium pattern and, for the bakery 
department, a number of Commer'BF'vans, 
carrying similar mottled coachwork.The 
Society's bakery in Woolwich closed, with 
production moving to Morden and Brixton, 
where the CWS branded 'Wheatsheaf' and 
the RACS 'Sunnywheat' brands were baked. 


Left: Another postcard scene, this time 
at Courtleet Bottom, Barnehurst.The 
‘D2’Trolleybus on route 698 is bound for 
Woolwich. Parked at the kerbside, with 
nosebag visible, is one of the Society’s pair 
horse covered wagons, as recalled by the 
writer. Milestones Garage across the road 
sold Jowett Javelins until 1954 and Later 
Simca Arondes. However, a green Bradford 
van continued in use, in full dealership Livery, 
into the 1960s. Residential property now 
occupies the site. 

Below: One of the earliest photographs I 
took in 1961, with my first camera, a Coronet, 
costing ‘ten bob’from the school mate, is 
this, probably unique shot, of the Long-Lived 
Bradford, which was two-tone green and still 
advertised Javelins and Bradfords into the 
1960s. 


Above: Bexleyheath Clock Tower was the focal point of the Local trolleybus routes, 696 and 698. 
Here we see a Thames ET6 or 4D, about to pass the highest-numbered Leyland ‘D2’Class trolleybus, 
No 480, allocated to Bexleyheath (BX).This one went to the Chalton scrapyard a short time after 
this scene was captured by Michael Dryhurst in early 1959, the routes disappearing on 3rd March 
1959. 


along with Hovis and others no longer seen, 
including Procea and Soft Danish, 

With the growth of supermarket chains, 
including many which were later absorbed 
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Above and right: A Bedford ‘OSS’artic, 
decorated with a giant provision basket, for 
the 1951 Festival of Britain. (Allan Bedford, 
National Co-operative Archive, Manchester) 

by the larger groups, like Finefare, Pricerite, 
Wallis, Caters, Victor Value and so on, the 
Co-operative started losing ground.The 
RACS began merging with smaller Societies 
as the years progressed, Woking in 1962, 
Godaiming in 1963, Haslemere in 1965, 
Gravesend, Slough and Addlestone in 1968, 
Faversham and Thanet 1969, and Guildford 
1971. The Society now stretched from the 
Kent coast into the fringes of Hampshire 


Left: Aline up at the 
time of the Oueen’s 
Coronation in June 
1953, with OW and OL 
Bedfords, registered in 
1946 - HYE 90,1948 - 
JXB 769, and 1951 - LYM 
956, promoting the CWS 
SPELwashing powder. 
(National Co-operative 
Archive, Manchester) 
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Above: Renting a TV was a popular option 
in the days when the basic early sets were 
very expensive, compared with the average 
Living wage. With maintenance included, 

‘your horizontal hold’could be fixed by the 
repair man or a replacement Loaned.This 
promotion is courtesy of a 1955 Bedford‘A’ 
Series, RLW 758. (National Co-operative Archive, 
Manchester) 

Left: : Bedford did not have it all its own 
way in the coal fleet. This 1951 Austin 
Loadstar, LYM 649, is seen delivering in 
a rather austere post-war estate, while 
another purchase for coal deliveries was 
a 1950/lCommer OX, LLY 532. (National Co¬ 
operative Archive, Manchester) 

and continued to invest in new superstores, 
including Westward Thanet and Woking. 

In common with many businesses during 
this period, the Bedford TK and KM families 
and the Ford D Series provided most of the 
Society's needs. The coming of the home 
freezer boom in the 1970s prompted the 
Society to offer a growing range of frozen 
food, with a dedicated Bedford TK freezer 
van purchased in 1976, KYF 666P. In the 
more rural areas brought into the Society's 
territory. Ford Transit milk floats with 
Osborne bodywork were to be seen. 

Rationalisation continued, with sections 
of the Commonwealth Buildings complex 
and its many activities abandoned and, in 

1984, the Mitcham Milk Depot closed, with 
Unigate gaining both rounds and premises. 

The neighbouring South Suburban Society 
merged with the CWS in July 1984, the 
Royal Arsenal following suit in February 

1985. These mergers saw the creation of the 

Left: An example of one of the Large fleet of 
attractive electric floats for the Dairy and 
Bakery Departments, built by Smiths Delivery 
Vehicles of Gateshead on Tyne in 1959-61. 
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Scenes 

Remembered 


Right: Contemporary with the Smiths 
electrics, bakery rounds requiring something 
larger might get a visit from a Commer'BF’, 
like FLeet No 1338. 


Co-operative S E retail group (later Co-op 
Southeast), which continued to expand with 
further Societies added in Kent and Sussex. 

The once familiar and attractive red and 
cream livery used on the fleet was, along 
with the RACS name, soon consigned to 
history, with the all conquering turquoise 
and white livery and square Co-op 
trademark becoming 'universal' before 
turning to green in more recent times. 



Above: Around 1962/3,you could win 
this Ford Cortina at the Co-op. It is 
seen on board a contemporary Bedford 

TK. (National Co-operative Archive, 
Manchester) 


Left: RACS had the latest thing in coal 
delivery in 1965, with this Bedford TK, 
fitted with a hopper body suitable for 
bulk orders, with a bagging system at 
the rear as well. (National Co-operative 
Archive, Manchester) 
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Above and above right: I have to thank John King for these fabulous shots of a typical scene in Greenwich in May 1968, prior to the operation of both bores 
of the Blackwall Tunnel in April 1969. Featuring at least five RT Regents including a roofbox example, an ‘LAD L cabbed Blue Circle (CMC) bulk powder wagon, 
a nearly new twin headlight-equipped Atkinson, an FB Victor 4/90,Thames 400E, a very new Ford Escort, Zephyr Mark 4, a Commer‘Walk-Thru’of the Society, 
and one for‘Those were the Drays’, an ET6 of Macintoshs Mineral Waters, of Kings Highway, PLumstead, which ceased trading in 1970. 
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Above: This former Cement Marketing Company Leyland Comet was used on hire to the Society 
during the Late 1960s-early’70s, and was based at one time at the coal sidings on the railway Line 
at Brampton Road, Bexleyheath. 



Above: ‘Caught in Time’, in Lewisham in 1979. This Ford D1000 is delivering milk from the Mitcham 
Depot, to one of the Society’s distribution units. The Albion Pub destroyed in the VI tragedy in July 
1944, has been rebuilt. The pub displays the Latest trendy brown and orange Truman corporate 
colours. The Truman name was to disappear from London streets, after the closure of the ancient 
Brick Lane Brewery in 1989, and this ‘Aibion’ is another one of our lost pubs. 



Above: To celebrate 100 years of trading, 
this rosette style symbol was used on 
paper bags and other merchandise. 
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East Kent Service Vehicles 



Above: The company refers to this tanker as a Leyland Beaver but, being a ‘Chinese six’, it was more Likely a Leyland Steer. AFN 192 actually had a very 
short Life with East Kent, being new in 1938 and out of service in 1940. As it was early in World War II, the vehicle was presumably requisitioned for use 
by the Pool Board. (Not known) 


Phil Moth shows us some 
interesting vehicles used to help 
keep the buses running for East 
Kent. 


A ll bus companies rely on a team 
of un-sung heroes to keep 
the wheels turning. East Kent 
Road Car Company, which is 
celebrating the company's 
centenary this year, has operated a variety 
of support vehicles over the years. In the 
past, it was sometimes useful to convert a 
bus after its PSV life, usually done in house 
by the skilful men in the workshops, and 
some are seen here, although there were ex¬ 
military types and ordinary goods vehicles 
bought new in the fleet as well. This is a 
small selection of the many vehicles used 
for a variety of purposes from ticket offices 
to recovering buses. With thanks to the PSV 
Circle and the M&D and East Kent Bus Club. 



Above: The AEC Matador was the favoured Lorry for recovery work by a vast number of bus 
companies during the post war period, in many cases carrying a 7 ton capacity Harvey Frost crane. 
Bearing trade plate 062 FN, this example was only four years old when it was bought from the 
Ministry of Supply in 1948. It was allocated civvy’ registration number DFN 481, though it is not 
known if this was ever carried, it also ran under trade plate 116 FN. Seen here in the early 1960s, it 
was obviously the pride and joy of Canterbury depot, as it is smartly turned out, with remarkably 
very Little conversion work from the military spec. (PM Photography) 
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Above: The Matador was replaced by East Kent in early National Bus Company days by another ex-military vehicle, this ScammeLL Explorer. These 
machines were not very common with bus operators, as they were not as versatile as the Matador and the 6x6 capability was of Little use for towing 
buses. (PM) 



Above: Guy Arab, BJG 421, started Life as a Utility-bodied double-decker in 1945, and spent the next 13 years carrying Kentish folk to their destinations. 
In early 1959, the original body was scrapped and replaced by a Lorry body for stores use, carrying heavy spares and so on.The stylish new body was 
transferred from a previous bus conversion, JG 8714, a 1937 Dennis Lancet which had become a Lorry in 1952. It Looks as if this view was taken shortly 
after conversion, as the Arab appears to have been freshly out-shopped. (PM) 
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Above 1-3: East Kent favoured Fords for its Lighter weight service vehicles 
and here we have three dropside pick-ups to prove the point.The Ford 
E83Wwas the Transit of the 1950s, a daily sight in any town. East Kent 
had five of these lOcwt dropside pick-ups, JJG 655 being one of a batch 
of four new in 1955. ALL were sold off after about ten or eleven years to 
private owners, very Likely going to Local builders and tradesmen. 

The replacements were again Fords, in the shape of a pair of 402E 
models in 1965 (FFN 997-998C) and a pair of diesel Transits, which 
followed in 1966 (HJG 651-652D). (PM/Brian Weeden) 


Left and below: For heavier stores work, the company favoured Larger 
Fords. XJG 649 was a Ford Thames 4D, which was new in 1961, shown 
here very smartly turned out in the classic East Kent dark red Livery. It 
was replaced in 1970 by a Ford D200 model, UJG 784H, which is seen 
here at Ramsgate Harbour having come to the rescue of an AEC Reliance. 
(PM/Brian Weeden) 
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Above: From 1958 to 1969, East Kent was contracted by Kent County Council to operate snow 
ploughs! A rather bizarre sight is this Dennis Lancet coach, ready for action, fitted with a snow 
plough and chains on the rear wheels. EFN 587 and 588 had replaced two previous Dennis buses 
and were in use every winter, from 1962 to 1969. The particularly hard winter of 1963, which hit 
Kent badly, must have been quite a challenge for them. (PM) 



Above: Until the 1970s, most major operators 
had a ‘tree Lopper’, usually converted from 
a former double-decker bus. Obviously, it 
was in the companies interests to cut away 
Low branches, to prevent damage to their 
buses in service. BJG 304 was one of a pair of 
Guy Arabs, which had been cut down in the 
winter of 1958 by East Kent. It is seen here 
awaiting further duties in the early 1960s, 
being replaced after ten years use in 1968, by 
the other Guy Arab BJG 461. (PM) 

Left: In 1957, East Kent converted three 
former LeyLand TS8 coaches, for use as static 
office information use at various locations. 
They were JG 9937,9938 and 9955, the 
Latter being shown here at Reculver, with 
a potential customer, perhaps thinking of 
booking an afternoon excursion. Note the 
tread on the offside tyre - or rather lack 
of it! This vehicle was sold off after the 
1966 summer season, and was eventually 
broken up, but JG 9938 has thankfully been 
preserved (as seen in last month’s report 
on the recent South-east Bus Festival at 
DetLing). (PM) 
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Mike Forbes has selected these pictures ofScammells in the Manbre & Garton Ltd fleet of sugar tankers in the archive of Bernard 
Coomber alongside those seen in our Road Haulage Archive title on Tate & Lyle vehicles. 


anbre & Garton Ltd was 
formed in 1926, when 
Manbre Sugar & Malt Ltd, 
of Hammersmith, took 
over Garton & Hill, based in 
Battersea, and remained a major supplier of 


liquid sugars and glucose until taken over by 
Tate & Lyle in 1976. 

Garton Hill & Co had moved from 
Southampton to Battersea in 1882.The 
company specialised in supplying sugar for 
brewing, its'Saccharum'product, being very 


Above: Manbre & Garton was an early 
user of the ScammeLL articulated eight- 
wheeler’, like AGJ 350 (London, 1933), with 
its chain-drive and balloon tyres on all but 
the front axle. Is that a ScammeLL petrol 
engine seen through the mesh bonnet 
side panels? (All pictures from Bernard 
Coomber collection) 




Above: Here is part of the Garton, Sons & Co Ltd fleet, presumably Lined up in the yard of the Battersea refinery. There are two ScammeLL chain-driven 
artics, including GH 4438 (London, 1930-31), at the front.These have pneumatic tyres on the front axle, but solids on the rear and the trailers. All the 
vehicles are‘flying the flag’on their doors, for the‘Union Jack brand’of corn syrup. The notices seen on the trailer exhort people to‘Buy British - from 
The Empire at home’. The other three vehicles are Beardmore Pythons, one of which we see more closely in the next issue... 
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Right: An early post-war ScammeLl MU or LA 
artic with the classic sloping tanker semi¬ 
trailer, Manbre & Garton Ltd fleet no 31, HYP 
190 (London, 1947), is seen being unloaded 
at a customer’s premises. 


pure, contributing to a 'bright' beer. Manbre 
had started in 1885 in Spitalfields, soon 
moving to Fulham Reach, Hammersmith, 
specialising in the production and suppy of 
liquid sugar and glucose, for industries like 
brewing and confectionery. 

The company was a pioneer in the transport 
of sugar in bulk from 1930, taking over 
Sankey in 1935, Martineaus in 1961 and 
Westburn in 1965. At this time, Manbre & 
Garton was a multi-national firm, with major 
interests in South Africa.The company 
had three refineries and bought molasses 
producer, Fowler, but over-production led 
to the take-over by Tate & Lyle, giving this 
company a near-monopoly of cane sugar 
production in the UK. 

Manbre & Garton had a fleet of over 100 
vehicles, including many Scammells, which 
were used with insulated tanker trailers, 
mainly of 2,370 gallons capacity, some of 
which are shown in these pictures. Next time, 
we'll show some of the other makes in the 
Manbre & Garton tanker fleet and, later, there 
will be more classic Scammells, this time used 
by United Molasses... 



Above: An interesting close-up of the tank 
trailer, lettered Garton’s Glucose, being 
Loaded through the top hatch, which appears 
to be a potentially messy business. 




Above: A great picture 
of another mid-1950s 
ScammeLl MU, fleet 
no 41, Lettered Garton 
Sons & Co and trailer, 
being unloaded at 
the Lucozade factory, 
believed to be in West 
London, with one of the 
customer’s Atkinson 
eight-wheelers being 
Loaded to the rear. Notice 
the wartime camouflage 
still on the roof in the 
background.The hoses 
run from the tank, 
through the pump on the 
tractor unit, into the inlet 
valve on the factory wall. 

Right: A closer view of 
the hoses into and out 
of the vehicle’s pump, 
as the driver shuts off 
the outlet valve on the 
trailer tank. Balloon 
tyres are still fitted on 
the tandem-axle trailer 
and not the semaphore 
indicator in the box at 
the rear of the cab. 
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Right: An earlier Scammell MU or LA, with the 
rounded wings fitted previously, seen with its 
hoses hooked up to a factory inlet. Note that 
the top hatch on the tank is open, to avoid a 
vacuum and the resultant possible damage 
to the tank.The trailer carries a 20 mph Limit 
sign and there are railway tracks in the yard, 
with an engine and wagons just seen in the 
background. 


Below: Front and rearviews of a classic 
Scammell Highwayman tractor unit, KLF 96D 
(London, 1966), fleet no 137, with a horizontal 
tank trailer, still with balloon tyres. The 
driver, in his immaculate white overalls, is 
posing with the hoses, carried in the Lockers 
alongside the tank, and coupling one up to 
the refinery inlet pipe. 
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Above: Oops, MXD 546 (London, 1952), fleet no 44, has slid off the road in snowy 
weather, apparently without too much damage. 

Right: A rather arty’shot of fleet no 412 again, posed at the refinery, with the 
corner of the Motor Panels cab of a Guy or Thornycroft rigid, more of which is 
again to be seen next time... 



Above Left: A picture from a periodical of the time, shows a mid-1950s ScammeLL artic, fleet no 76, described as a 15-tonner (referring to the 
payload at 24 tons gcw - gross combination weight) posed on the weighbridge, as a comparison with a smaller rigid vehicle, also to be seen 
next time. Above right: Not all the ScammeLLs run byManbre & Garton were maximum weight artics. The company also made use of the 
ScammeLL Mechanical Horse for smaller, more Local deliveries, Like this 6-tonner, seen from the rear, probably when it was new. The equally 
pristine tanker trailer has its own‘donkey engine-powered pump fitted underneath. 



" '■I''.t ‘ l T* 
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Presumably during the pre-war period, Gartons used the same type of‘piggy-back’trailers on railway wagons as some of the dairies. By this 
means, a comparatively small vehicle could be more economically used, with the trunk haul by rail and collection and delivery by road. This 
trailer is being pulled off the railway wagon by a London, Midland & Scottish Railway ScammeLL Mechanical Horse, ANK 288 (the LMS had the 
whole of this Hertfordshire series in the mid-1950s). 





































Above: The rear of the 
road-raiL tank trailer, with 
the LMS Mechanical Horse’s 
registration plate attached, 
with the rear doors open, 
revealing the enclosed 
delivery pump, its pipework 
and Petter engine power. 
Noteworthy are the Dyson 
badges and rear towing 
hitch, presumably in case 
the trailer needed to be 
withdrawn backwards 
because of some breakdown. 


Left: The special tank trailer 
for carriage by rail is seen 
here, showing the extra 
guide-wheels on the sides, 
which engage with the Low 
sides of the railway wagon, 
to keep the trailer in-line, 
ready to be chained down 
when Loaded. 


■ L 

" 




Above: AGartons trailer is seen here, Loadec 
on the special six-wheeled vacuum-braked 
goods wagon, similar to those used for 
milk tankers at the time, being shunted by 
an LMS‘IF’open-cabbed tank Locomotive, 
along with other wagons, including 
one Loaded with a furniture container, 
presumably also suited to fast (brake) 
‘fitted’ freight trains. 
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Above: Mention was made of the take-over by Manbre & Garton of Westburn Sugar in 1965.This ScammeLL Highwayman was finished in the company’s 
Livery, with‘MG -The Manbre Group’on the cab doors. 
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makes of lorry in the 
Manbre & Garton fleet 


Right: A Later ScammeLL Routeman II eight- 
wheeLer, PLM 426E (London, 1967), fleet no 
148, seen outside the company’s Battersea 
premises, stiLL carrying Garton’s Glucose 
and Garton, Sons & Co Ltd Lettering, along 
with MG - The Manbre Group on the doors. 


NEXT TIME 


We ll look at some other 


Left: Sugar refiner Martineaus Ltd was 
taken over by Manbre & Garton in 1961. 
This company favoured the style of tank 
used by Tate & Lyle, but fitted to ScammeLL 
Routeman eight-wheelers Like this one, 
rather than Fodens.One of the pictures in 
the Tate & Lyle Road Haulage Archive book 
shows a number of these tanks, after they 
had been removed from the vehicles. 
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Earle's Cement Fodens 


John Wheeler from East Yorkshire 
remembers his father's days driving for 
this company and its interesting Fodens. 




My brother Peter has written to you on 
a number of occasions, regarding his 
experiences working at a liquid fertilizer 
plant at Elvington, East Yorkshire. In issue 
195, he mentioned his one year old brother; 
that's me. We also have a youndger brother 
who, unlike Peter and I, only takes a passing 
interest in road haulage. To give brother Robin 
credit, he is quite an authority on tractors and 
agricultural machinery. 

Peter also mentioned our father being a 
driver for Earle's Cement at nearby Melton. I 
can add a little bit of information to Peter's 
letters. The gentleman he was fortunate 
enough to ride about with, Howard Wilson, 
carried on his business until the early 1970s. 

At the time he gave up the business, he 
owned and drove an LAD-cabbed Dodge four- 
wheeler. He also owned a Guy (I think) Warrior 
six-wheeler, for which he employed a driver. 

Both lorries were kept in immaculate 
condition, painted in a grey and light blue 
livery, with no lettering. A lot of his work was 
as a sub-contractor, some of which, I believe 
was for Edwards of Hull, which did a lot of 
work to South Wales. Edwards also had the 
contract for transport at the Ideal Standard 


lorries carried G &T Earle's own livery and the 
products manufactured at the three Earle's 
factories, Wilmington in Hull, Humber Works 
and Quarry at Melton, eight miles west of 
Hull and Hope in Derbyshire, were marketed 
under the Pelican brand. The name and brand 
only disappeared upon the death of the last 
member of the Earle's cement manufacturing 
family, Sir George Earle, in 1965. The Blue 
Circle liveries and branding soon replaced all 
things Earle's. 

Our father, Harry Wheeler, had commenced 
employment at the Melton works in 1948 as 
a driver. After dischange from the Army in 
1945, where incidentally he learned to drive, 
he worked for a haulage contractor in Hull, 
called Sydney Bayes. As work was not often 
discussed in our house, even in later years, I 
know very little about his working for Sydney 
Bayes. 

My mother related once that he did 
transport Italian POWs to redundant Army and 
RAF sites, for demolition and recovery work. 

I was also informed by a man who belonged 




works 


i / 


sanitary and bathroom ware factory 
in Hull.The vehicles on that contract 
were painted in Ideal Standard livery. 

So to our father and Earle's Cement. 
The company had for many years 
been part of the well-known Blue 
Circle group. However, it managed 
to retain a certain autonomy.The 
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to the local Scout troop that father, driving 
one of the Bayes lorries, took the troop and 
their equipment to two annual camps, one of 
which was in the Yorkshire Dales. 

When father started at Earle's, the fleet 
comprised mostly Foden, ERF, AEC and 
Bedfords, plus there was at least one 
Scammell Scarab. During his time at Melton, 
Foden, Bedford and Leyland were almost 
always in the fleet. In later years, before his 
retirement in 1979, Commers, Austins, Guys 
and Scammells were also purchased. 

I have enclosed some photographs of Earle's 
lorries, if you can use them. They were given 
to me by Mr Robert Peak who, at the time 
they were taken, I believe was the Transport 
Manager for Earle's. I think he later had 
responsibility for all of Blue Circle's transport. 

I only met him once, when I was researching 
information for something which actually 
came to nothing. 

The first picture shows a Foden two stroke- 
powered eight-wheeler, fitted with what was 
the standard platform body used by a number 


of own account operators in this period. I 
am reliably informed it was standing outside 
Hope works and the huge sign is not actually 
on the lorry. Noticeable are the chrome 
windscreen trims and bumper, also the Royal 
Warrant, always a prominent feature of the 
Earle's lorry fleet. Mr Peak believed the lorry 
had been exhibited at a commercial vehicle 
show in the north of England. Whether this 
was an advertisement for Foden or Homalloy, 
which built and fitted the cab, he could not 
recall. I believe the photo dates from 1955. 
Incidentally, this lorry had the same driver for 
the eleven years it served the company. He 
told me it was one of the best lorries he had 
ever driven. Its Earle's fleet number was 466 
and the registration was TAT 867. 

The short wheelbase eight-wheeled tanker 
was purchased around the same time as 
number 466, in the same form, a platform 
lorry with a payload of 16 tons. It did not 


have the chrome trim on the cab and has no 
bumper bar in these pictures. In 1961, Earle's 
required larger tankers to supply cement in 
bulk for a number of contracts. Fodens had 
a waitng list and a decision was made to 
convert fleet no 468, TKH 300, into a tanker. 
Father took the lorry to Hope Works, where 
the conversion was carried out. 

The tanks were not the usual type or 
manufacturer. Earle's at Melton had seen 
a Thames Trader, fitted with a single tank, 
used as a demonstrator by a York company 
called Portasilo, part of the well-known 
Potakabin company. (The picture above from 
the'Stilltime'archive, CHC abc090, appears 
to have been taken when the Trader was 
demonstrated to Earle's, alongside what looks 
like an ex-Blue Circle Foden). Possibly it was 
a lot quicker to use Portasilo than anyone 
else and, of course, they were relatively 
close to Melton if there were any problems. 
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The driver in the cab is our father and the 
setting is Humber Works. The black and white 
photograph is a broadside shot of the same 
vehicle. 

The other photo of an Earle's vehicle is a 
Foden tanker that I don't ever remember 
seeing. I know nothing about the vehicle, 
other than its fleet no 627 and its London 
registration, MYR 310.1 suspect it had been a 
Blue Circle lorry that had been sent north into 
the Earle's fleet. The photograph was taken at 
Melton. 

Earle's was an excellent company to work 
for as a driver. It was a 'C' Licence operation, so 
no finding return loads.The lorries were well- 
maintained. Protective clothing was provided, 
and welfare facilities, including a social club, 
which was also open to employees'families, 
opened in the 1950s. 

Mr Peak also told me that, although he 
had the highest regard for Fodens, but the 
real weak part of their lorries was the cab. 
Distortion and rot in the cab frame caused 
both troublesome and expensive repairs. 

The SI 8 cab was a 'nightmare'and Earle's had 
Fodens of that era with cabs from Boalloy and 
Redhill Coachbuilders, as well as Homalloy, 
instead of the manufacturer's cab. 

Earle's lorries made deliveries 
throughout the north, as well as 
further afield. Father certainly 
got around; London occasionally, 

Stowmarket, Kendal, North Wales 
and as far north as Aberdeen. The 
deliveries could be either cement or'whiting', 
a product used in the plastic, paper-making 
and paint industries, to name just three. The 
most dreaded deliveries were to Liverpool 
Docks. 

In the early 1970s, Blue Circle was exporting 
to America and up to three lorries would go 
to Liverpool on a fairly regular basis. It was a 
lottery when they would get home. One or 
two nights in the drivers'section of a nearly 


Salvation Army hostel while waiting to be 
unloaded was quite usual.The drivers, on 
more than one occasion, came home by train 
for the weekend and returned on a Sunday 
evening for the Monday queue. 

Earle's drivers had an allocated lorry which 
they would drive most of the time. This is a list 
of father's lorries that he drove on a regular 
basis: 1948-55, Foden DG eight-wheeler, 
reg KRF 865, unbreakable, in his opinion. 


maximum speed 27 mph, no mod cons, watch 
the road passing under the cab through 
holes in the floor, originally hand-operated 
windscreen wiper, cruise control was a piece 
of wood jammed between the front shelf 
and the top of the accelerator pedal. The DG 
remained in the Earle's fleet until around 1960. 

Father became the driver of number 468, 
the Foden two-stroke, in 1955,1 believe. He 
and the driver of 466 were instructed by a 


representative of Foden on how to get the 
best from their new lorries. I have been told 
they were given a booklet and a lapel badge 
by the rep. I have never seen the booklet, 
but I have got the badge and also his Earle's 
Cement cap badge. They are now family 
heirlooms. 

His next lorry was a Bedford SType, always 
refereed to by him as the'Big Bedford' 

7-tonner. He had put on wieght and 
felt that driving tankers was not 
helping. In 1965, a year before 468 
was withdrawn he swapped lorries. 
The Bedford, of which the details 
I don't know, was the first lorry at 
Melton in Blue Circle livery. 

The next lorry was one of a batch of Austin 
FFKs, registered HAT 491 D.The whole batch 
suffered constant problems. This was the only 
lorry I actually heard father say was rubbish. 

He also said that when you left Melton, you 
always wondered if you would reach your 
destination. A driver fro a company which 
delivered to my workplace who drove a similar 
lorry said the FF series were put together 
with split-pins. He had a tin full of split pins 
in his cab and was very adept at finding and 
replacing broken ones. When father's lorry 
was about two years old, it was involved in an 
accident with a coal lorry. Fortunately, father 
was not injured and it was not his fault, but 
the lorry was badly damaged. He was moved 
to say that the worst thing about the accident 
was that the Austin was repaired. 

In 1969, the FFKs were all withdrawn and a 
retired driver told me nobody at Melton was 
sorry to see them go. Father was then given 
a Bedford KM 10-tonner, which gave little 
trouble. It did, however, receive a rear-end 
shunt from a car that came round a blind bend 
as the Bedford was exiting a factory gateway. 
The car was proved to have been travelling 
too fast. It received a fair bit of damage, but 
the lorry only minor damage. Father was now 


ff IN THE EARLY 1970S, BLUE CIRCLE WAS 
EXPORTING TO AMERICA AND UP TO THREE 
LORRIES WOULD GO TO LIVERPOOL ON A 
FAIRLY REGULAR BASIS 44 
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60 and his next and, indeed, last lorry was 
another KM, fleet no 4873B, registered SYN 
462 N. 

Sadly, father's health was not too good. As 
a heavy smoker, he suffered from bronchitis 
most winters. This was not helped one night, 
in foggy conditions, when the windscreen 
of the KM fell out near York. I beleive this did 
happen occasionally on lorries before bonded 
screens became a standard fitting.The 
incident certainly did him no good at all. 

On Monday 23rd May, 1977, he had made 
two journeys to Heckmondwike. Returning 
from the second journey, with a load of 50 
empty pallets, he was taken ill at the wheel. 
Fortunately, this did not involve any other 
vehicle, thought the Bedford was damaged 
where it came into contact with the nearside 
barrier. Sadly, but rightly, that was the end 
of his lorry-driving career. Until he retired in 
1979, he worked in the motor repair depot at 
Melton, a sad end to a job he loved. 

I have recently discovered two more 
photographs you might find interesting. 

The group of drivers were recipients of Safe 
Driving awards at the Melton Works, probably 
in the 1950s. Our father is second from the 
right and hatless. He did not like the uniform 
the other drivers are wearing, preferring a flat 
cap. Peter and I agree he was probably told to 
take this off for the picture. 

When he saw the photo, my son thought 
the group looked American -and he is too 
young to remember'Cannonball'. Sadly, I can't 
identify many of the others. 

The two rather worn Portasilo tanks are at 
a farm on a back road between Welton and 
Elloughton. I don't know what they are used 
for, but until fairly recently, they were covered 
in black plastic and lagging. Whether they are 
off fleet no 468 is not known, as a number of 


Guy eight-wheelers carried identical tanks. 
They will be over 50 years old and have 
had a tough life in whatever role they have 
been used. Portasilo might be proud of their 
products'longevity. 

I have also enclosed four photographs that 
may be of interest. The three colour photos 
were taken on 26th May, 1983.This was the 
date when the assets of Richardsons (Hull), 
famous for its nightly truck service to London, 
were auctioned after the company went into 
liquidation.The AEC breakdown had been 
converted in the late 1960s, its registration 
TAT 420 being painted over, as it ran on trade 
plates. It fetched £410 at the auction, but 
sadly, it was cut up not log afterwards. The 
Volvo F86, number 1 in the fleet at this time, 
was sold after I had left, so I have no details. 
The line of F86s were at the rear of the depot. 
They had all been cannibalised and were, I 
suspect, all for the scrapmen.There was an 
F86 in the workshop, which the auctioneer 
said had cylinder head problems and three 


months MOT, which went for £200. 

The very poor black and white photograph 
was taken from an overbridge on the A63 
Ferriby by-pass in, I think, 1964.1 took the 
picture with a Kodak Cresta III camera, hence 
the quality. I have no idea of the details of 
the Mammoth Major, however, it shows how 
a large lorry was sheeted and roped, a great 
skill, in my humble opinion. 

I hope this is of interest; Brother Peter has 
been persuading me to write for a while. 

At last I can tell him I have done the deed. 
Fantastic magazine, by the way, I am just 
about to renew my subscription. 

I apologise that this letter was returned to 
me. Our Post Office has recently been moved 
into the village store and the envelope was 
accepted as sent. However, our postman 
questioned both the staff at the store and my 
ideas of a large letter. I told him to remember 
Christmas and he was still laughing! He served 
in the British Army for over 20 years and drove 
most of the HGVs in use up to the Millenium - 
so he must remain on my Christmas card list... 

I also apologise for the messy state of the 
letter. I place the blame firmly on the local 
education planners who built South Hunsley 
Secondary School at Melton, within close 
range of the A63 trunk road, with just a three- 
rail fence between the playing field and the 
A63. There were just too many distractions to 
interfere with my education. Fifty years ago, 
my English teacher would be writing in red ink 
'See me'at the bottom of the page. 

I don't think you need worry about your letter 
at all. As a one time teacher, I'd have given it 
9 out of 10(1 never gave the full 10, there was 
always room for inprovement, however little, 

what a b . ). Your hand-writing, spelling, 

grammar - not to mention your ability to 'tell 
the tale'- put many a journalist and writer of 
today to shame. Thanks for sharing your father's 
story and the pictures with us. 
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GROWING UP WITH LANCASTER 

CITY TRANSPORT 

Ken Wilson ofGorstang, best known for his interest in Lakeland and other laundry companies, looks 
back to his boyhood interest in the buses of the local operator. 



F rom the age of four years old, I was 
fascinated by the Lancaster City 
Transport Crossley, Guy and Leyland 
buses, which passed my house on 
Willow Lane in Lancaster. I remember 
the first time I travelled on a wartime Guy Arab 
with my grandmother In 1947. It still had the 
wooden seats. 

My grandmother and I also travelled on one 
of the first Crossley buses, new to Lancaster in 
1947.1 enjoyed the nice bright shiny paintwork, 
with the crest on the side of the bus, and the 


smell of the red leather seats. I always liked 
the Crossley buses, with their Crossley bodies. 
The first Crossleys to be delivered to Lancaster 
Corporation in 1938 were two Condors, 
registered TJ 6559 andTJ 6560. 

Being a diecast model collector for over 36 
years, I always hoped that one day Corgi or EFE 
would produce a diecast model Crossley. When 
Corgi introduced a Manchester Crossley, I hoped 
there would also be an LCT Crossley. When this 
was announced, I waited for 12 months before it 
was introduced. What a disappointment. 


When it came with no rear destination blind on 
the rear of the bus, I sent a letter and photo of a 
Lancaster Crossley, showing the rear destination 
blind, but they telephoned me and said LCT 
Crossleys did not have rear blinds. I know they 
did, because I used to change the rear blind when 
coming down the stairs as a schoolboy prank... 

I also remember the three Leyland PD2s with 
Leyland's own Farington body, which arrived in 
1953.1 travelled to and from school on NTC 708, 
709 and 710 many times, and they lasted in the 
fleet for 20 years. 



Above: Another 1957 Leyland PD2 with East Lanes Body, 128 DTD, seen in 
Lancaster bus station, on route 11 to Beaumont, waiting for time with the 
conductress and the driver having a chat before departure. 



Above: A1943 Guy Arab with Brush bodywork, FTC 317. This is the first bus 
on which I travelled, in 1947, with my grandmother. I can remember it still 
had the wooden slatted seats. 
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Above: Another Guy, FTE 182, which was new in 1944 with a Massey Utility 
body to wartime specification. It was re-bodied by Crossley in 1951, as seen 
here. Alongside is 176 FTJ,a Leyland Tiger Cub single-decker, bodied by East 
Lancs, behind which is a Crossley double-decker. They are all waiting to go 
into the Kingsway Bus Garage to refuel. This is a very busy road now and 
there is now a block of flats on the site of the garage. 



Above: A1947 Crossley DD42/5 with Crossley body, JTD 964, loads up in 
Lancaster Bus Station on route 3 to Scotforth, having returned from the 
Marsh. Route 3, Marsh to Scotforth and back, was run with three Crossleys, 
every 30 Minutes, untill 1951, when three brand new Leyland PD2/12s, with 
Farington bodies were purchased, then two Leylands and one Crossley 
replaced the three Crossleys. 



1: A Crossley-bodied Crossley, HTB 447, new in 1947 with Brockhouse turbo¬ 
transmitter, but this was very quickly removed, not being suited to the hills 
in Lancaster. Behind is a Crossley DD42/5, showing the rear destination blind, 
which Corgi said they did not have, and a Guy re-bodied by Park Royal. 

2: Another 1947 Crossley DD4/5 with Crossley body, JTD 961, leaves Lancaster 
Bus Station on route 12 to Warwick Avenue, with an East Lancs-bodied Leyland 
Leopard single-decker, very similar to the Tiger Cubs on route 2 to the Marsh, 
and a Leyland PD2 and ex-Rochdale AEC Regal in the background.The Crossley 
would return to Beaumont via Slyne Road. 

3: A1948 Crossley DD4/5 with Crossley body, MTF 569, travelling along West 
Road, on route W to the Lune Mills, to pick up the workers from Jas Williamson’s 
lino factory on the quayside. Note the small bulkhead window, which was 
specified only by Lancaster City Transport on its Crossleys. The letter S would 
indicate a schools service, while the letter W would indicate a works service. 

4: NTC 710 A Leyland PD2, with Leyland’s own Farington bodywork, NTC 710, on 
Layover in Lancaster bus station, having just returned from the power station, 
with this still showing on the unchaged destination blind. Ken says he travelled 
on this bus many times. 



Above: A1940 Daimler, with Willowbrook bodywork, is seen with a Crossley 
in the background, showing its rear destination blind, while both were on 
Layover in Lancaster bus station. 
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The GPO Centralised 
Repair Depots 

The General Post Office had extensive fleets of Royal Mail, Telephones, Telegrams and Radio Investigation 
vehicles. David Hayward and David Riley, with the assistance of Chris Hogan of the Post Office Vehicle 
Club, have selected pictures originally taken for Commercial Motor from the Chris Hodge 'Stilltime' 
Collection, taken at the Cetral Repair Depot in Yeading, Middlesex, showig its total rebuild capabilities. 



These Morris Series Z‘Telephones’van bodies, 
with their chassis and mechanical components 
removed for overhaul, stand outside the main 
building, ready to join the Light Body Overhaul 
line. Note the wheeled trolleys, to enable the 
bodies to be moved around easily. Identifiable 
are MYF 202, new in 1952, from the Guildford 
telephone area, one from Portsmouth (registered 
JLC 5xx) and MYF 402 from Canterbury.This must 
have been MYF 202’s first overhaul, as it still 
carries the earlier 1936 Tudor crown, carried on 
Telephones vehicles, rather than the St Edward’s 
crown, used from October 1954. (CHC aav704) 



T he General Post Office fleet of 
trucks, vans, cars and motor¬ 
cycles totalled about 17,500 
vehicles in 1939. By 1946, this 
number had increased to over 
25,000 vehicles used on posts (Royal Mail 
and Postal Engineering), telegraph and 
telephone work, many of them in need of 
extensive overhauls. 

Before World War II, the GPO had built up 
an extensive network of 350 Motor Transport 
Workshops. However, the construction of 
new buildings and the extension of existing 
buildings stopped in the run-up to the war 
so, at the end of hostilities, most of these 
workshops were looking after 50% more 
vehicles than they had been designed to 




Asa preview of the 
next issue of our Road 
Haulage Archive 
series, 'Red Van, Green 
Van', available later 
this month, which 
offers a pictorial 
history of the vehicles 
used by the various 
departments of the 
Post Office, here is a 
repeat of an article 
which appeared in the 
February 2009 issue of 
Vintage Roadscene 



_ 

RoadscenE 





WIN 


ItbMlLflf) On- & * 


green VAM » 



ROYAL MAIU GPO SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT AND I 
TELEPHONE ENGINEERS VEHICLES 


34 June 16 


www.roadscene.com 


































Left: On arrival in the Vehicle Dismantling 
and Cleaning Shop, the vehicles had a 
thorough wash, then the engine and gearbox 
was removed, before the body was removed 
and transferred to the body shop. Illustrated 
here are, at the front, two split-screen 
Morris Minors, waiting for their front and 
rear axles to be removed, which will Leave 
the chassis and cab ready for cleaning and 
re-conditioning. Behind are two stripped Z 
van bodies, a mail van and a telephone van. 
GPO and Post Office Morris LCVs were always 
referred to as‘Morris Minors’. (CHC aav703) 


maintain. 

Most overhauls and repaints, as well as 
day-to- day maintenance, were carried out 
in these workshops, with a certain amount 
of centralisation in each region, on more 
specialised tasks such as the re-boring of 
engines, re-plating of batteries and overhaul 
of electrical components. This system worked 
well, with a highly standardised fleet, largely 
made up of vehicles of Morris and Morris- 
Commercial manufacture, some Albion types 


and a BSA motorcycle fleet. During 
and after the war, the GPO had 
taken vehicles from most available 
manufacturers, resulting in a fleet 
that was much more varied in 1946 
than it had been eight years earlier. 

To overcome these three 
problems, a larger fleet, 
inadequate workshop space and 
less standardisation, a decision was 
made soon after the war to re-plan 



Above: Engines were completely stripped 
down to their component parts, then re-built 
using new and overhauled components on 
the CRD engine assembly Lines. Carburettors 
were re-built by specialists on benches. 
Russell Harvey suggests that these were 803 
cc A-series LCV engines. (CHC aav710) 


Right: Overhauled chassis components 
are pictured here, ready for re-assembly. 
Evidently, the wheeled trolley frames kept 
the frames rigid whilst they were transported 
around to the next assembly stage. Behind 
are stacked refurbished petrol tanks and 
radiators. (CHC aav705) 


Above: Russell Harvey of the Minor LCV 
Register suggests that this is a 1955-6 Model 
Series II LCV cab, as it has no plywood dash 
and therefore no rubber wings. Note the 
opening windscreen and the GRP matting 
being fixed on to the floorpan.The GPO 
specified the‘split-screen’Minors untiL1958, 
despite the previous introduction of the 
Series III, with single-piece screen on civilian 
models. (CHC aav706) 


the GPO vehicle repair structure, by adopting 
military-style practice, with centralised 
repair depots (CRDs). In tot al, four CRDs 
were provided by the GPO, at Yeading (then 
in Middlesex, but from 1965 West London), 
Kidbrooke in South-East London, Coseley, in 
the Black Country, and at Bamber Bridge in 
Lancashire. 

The first of thes to be opened, in 1948, was 
Yeading, using part of the premises that had 
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Right: In the foreground, a Morris Minor 
mail van receives attention, while behind 
a wheeled chassis is being moved into 
position. These were for many years 50 
cubic foot carrying capacity hence ‘50cfs.’ 
and telephone utilities quarter-ton’(‘6 
cwt’with the February 1963-on 1098cc- 
engined models). The cab appears to have 
been added to a refurbished chassis, with 
an overhauled engine and gearbox being 
installed. (CHC aav716) 


been used as a Royal Ordnance Filling Factory 
during the war. The CRD consisted of 247,000 
sq ft of workshop space, within an area of 120 
acres. During the 1950s, the CRD was visited 
by Commercial Motor and the accompanying 
photographs were taken, to show some of the 
processes used in the overhaul of the GPO fleet. 
Close examination of visible serial numbers 
has enabled the identification of registration 
numbers, even though none is actually visible 
on the vehicles in the photographs. 

In the 1960s, the overhaul pmcesses were 
scaled-down and the smaller vans visited 
one of the CRDs at 15,000 mile intervals 
for'docking', which superseded the earlier 
overhaul procedure, when vans were 
completely rebuilt. Instead, mechanical units 
were replaced with overhauled components, 
before the vehicle visited the body shop 
for attention and a re-spray. The CRDs were 
also responsible for accident repairs, tyre re¬ 
treading and individual overhaul of the larger 
and more specialised types, while Yeading also 
had an experimental section, where prototype 
and one-off bodies were-manufactured and 
trials undertaken on new models. 

Yeading passed to British Telecom in 1981, 
when the businesses were split, and continued 
its work, mainly as an accident repair centre, 
until it was closed in 1993. 




Above: Something of a real scene of the past’ now: components have been put into a metal cage, 
which is then submerged into a hot degreasing tank. Note the Lack of rubber gloves or any other 
protection! The solvent is presumably in the drums behind the operator. (CHC aav718) 



Above: As mentioned in the text, the CRDs had facilities to re-tread worn 
tyres and repair inner tubes, catering for the wide range of commercial 
vehicles in the GPO fleets. The Low speeds of GPO vehicles would 
presumably have reduced the possibility of the treads delaminating. The 
piles of tyres show just how much money must have been saved by re¬ 
working their original supplies compared with new purchases. (CHC aav712) 



Above: Chassis re-assembly is seen here, with fitters using overhauled 
components.This is a Morris-Commercial J,or possily the Later 
Morris-badged JB (see Roadscene 104/105), one of 6,147 bought by 
the GPO from 1950 to 1961, used as a mailvan, telephone utility, radio 
investigation van and telephone planning van. (CHCaav722) 
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Above: A Morris Series Z‘50 cu ft’or‘50cfs’maiLvan receives attention in the Body Overhaul section. Behind it is a J or JB van body, with a Series Z van 
in the right background. Most of the GPO’s Z vans were withdrawn by ApriL1962, which suggests that these photos date from 1959 or 1960 at the Latest. 
(CHC aav717) Above right: The paint shop at Yeading was a separate building, and in this the vehicles were sprayed in Post Office Red or Mid-Bronze 
Green as appropriate, until 1968, when a brighter shade of red, currant red, and golden yellow replaced green and were introduced on re-paints). Here, 
after body repair on the Light Body Overhaul Line, a J or JB Telephones van receives a new coat of paint. (CHC aav711) 


The Post Office Vehicle Club 


he Post Office Vehicle Club was 
formed in 1962, as a recording 
society of the current fleet and 
road transport operations of the 
then GPO's postal, telephone 
and supplies fleets. Over the years, it has 
built up an extensive knowledge of the 
GPO's vehicles and believes that its records 
are largely complete, for the period from 


1933 to October 1969, when the Post Office 
was created as successor to the GPO. 

The Club has continued to study the GPO 
successors, the Post Office, British Telecom and 
the Royal Mail Group, to the present day. Royal 
Mail's HGV fleet is the biggest such operation 
in the UK, while BT's fleet of 41,400 vehicles is 
one of the largest in the country. In addition, 
the Club has diversified, and many of its 200 


members have preserved vehicles from the 
fleets the Club studies. It has also organised a 
Post Office Vehicle Gathering in conjunction 
with Amberley Working Museum in recent 
years. 

For more information on the Club, please visit 
the website: www.povehclub.org.uk or write 
to the Secretary at 32 Russell Way, Leighton 
Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3NG. 
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T hese photographs was taken 

during an early post-war visit by 
Commercial Motor magazine to 
the Whitbread brewery, which 
had been established in Chiswell 
Street in London EC1 in 1750 and was then 
still in full swing. 

Samuel Whitbread began his brewing 
apprenticeship in 1736, at the age of 16, 
creating the first purpose-built mass- 
production brewery in the UK, when he moved 
his brewing operations to Chiswell Street on 
the eastern rim of Georgian London in 1750. 
Over the following years, Whitbread became a 
household name throughout the country, not 
least by introducing bottled beer to become 
national brand in 1868. 

During the post-war years, between 1955 
and 1971 as many as 26 regional breweries 
around the country were taken over but, more 
recently, Whitbread moved out of brewing into 
'hospitality', with hotels, restaurants and coffee 
bars, with brand names like Premier Inn, Costa, 
Brewers Fayre and Beefeater Grill. The Chiswell 
Street brewery became a conference facility, 
when it closed in the late 1970s. 

These pictures look back to the days when 
what was basically an industrial site, home 
to a fleet of delivery vehicles, complete with 
workshops, could be found in the centre of the 
City of London. How times change... 

The last few pictures show some vehicles 
of Benskins Brewery, taken as late as around 
1930, but still showing vehicles with solid tyres. 
Benskins is still a well-known name in north 
London and Hertfordshire. It was the biggest 
independent brewer in the area, until acquired 
by Ind Coope in 1957, soon part of Allied 
Breweries.The Benskins name was retained for 
some years, the Cannon Brewery not closing 
until 1972 and demolished in 1979, the brand 
'Benskins Best Bitter'being revived from the 
1980s to 2002, but brewed in Romford, then 
Burton-upon-Trent - but these pictures pre¬ 
date all of that. 


Mike Forbes has selected a series 


of pictures from the Chris Hodge 
'Stilltime'archive, showing vehicles 
at Whitbread's brewery in the early 
post-war years. For good measure, 
there are also some much earlier 


pictures, taken at Benskins Brewery 
in Watford. 
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This Whitbread Dennis Pax dray, HYE 492 (London, 1948), possibly fleet no D12, was driving eastbound along ChisweLL Street with a load of barrels, 
unnoticed by the trio of young Ladies on the Left. In the background, among the traffic, in front of Ingram Perkins Timber Merchants and a Whitbread -what 
else - pb, is one of the company’s multi-wheeled bulk tankers, FYV 727, dating from 1939, a decidedly pre-war Albion box van, XV 5965, of W Young & Sons, 
and a wartime flat-fronted Bedford OWST.The Dennis is passing Long-established Leather goods manufacturer, ELdrid, Ottaway & Co Ltd, and the London 
branch of Leather goods manufactures and merchants Phipps & Son Ltd, established in Northampton in 1822. On the extreme right is a parked horse-drawn 
van with a poster calling for a stop to the nationalisation of transport, suggesting people get their MPs to call for a public enquiry, while behind that is a 
then nearly-new Austin 10 saloon and we can just see another horse by the kerb. (CHC aarl22) 


Left: Here we have a busy scene in the yard 
at ChisweLL Street, with six vehicles at the 
Loading bank, being Loaded with barrels 
of beer, while another approaches under 
the archway. There are three of the Dennis 
Pax 5-tonners, best-known as municipal 
vehicles or brewers’ drays. They appear 
quite new, and were possibly the reason for 
the magazine’s visit. They were obviously 
specified with the optional chrome radiator 
surround and bumper bar. Here are fleet 
nos D1 - HYE 493, D4 - HYK 6 and D12 - 
possibly HYE 492 - seen in the street when 
Loaded. Whitbread does not seem to have 
fleet and registration numbers matching 
in the batch of vehicles. Also seen here 
are three of the GV battery-electric Lorries, 
Like the Hovis example seen in Scenes Past 
‘High Street Names’in Last August’s issue. 
They date from the 1920s and include XB 
9394, fleet no E3, and XK 1144, E15, which 
Look as if they had their cabs rebuilt in the 
1930s, and another with an earlier style cab. 
Last in Line is a Saurer, with its trade-mark 
spoked wheels and original cab wth no side 
windows. (CHC aba217) 



Above: Another shot of the same scene from a different angle, showing more of the archway with 
its ‘drive slowly’ above the GV electric and a two-horse dray on the right, with the ‘motive power’ 
enjoying their nose-bags. (CHC abe426) 
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Right: On the other side of the Saurer in the workshops, here is 
a another pre-war vehicle having a major re-build, an Albion, 
probably a CXI, FLM 225 (London, 1939), fleet no A46, which appears 
to be a tanker, next to a tanker semi-trailer T43, with shiny new 
paintwork. (CHC aba221) 


Right: What we didn’t see in the previous 
shots was D1 being hosed down by the 
drayman, prior to being Loaded. The image¬ 
conscious company was obviously keen to 
have its vehicles Looking their best at all 
times. This was probably the reason for the 
wet surface in the yard, as it wasn’t raining. 
(CHC aba219) 


Below: A workshop scene, with another 
Dennis Pax, HYM 712, fleet no H51, without 
the chrome bumper and Whitbread’s usual 
style of high, semi-open-sided dray body, 
seen on the others. It is next to a 1930s 
Saurer, which appears to be having a brand 
new up-dated cab built on it, with doors with 
side windows. (CHC abe427) 


Above: Another part of the workshops, with a side view of wartime Austin K4 tanker, fleet no Au49, being serviced. With an unladen weight just over 2 
tons 13 cwt, this vehicle could Legally travel at 30 mph. (CHC aba222) 
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Left: A view of the other side 
of the Austin tanker, GYE158 
(London, 1944), between the 
rear of LatiL tractor, GE 3483 
(Glasgow, 1928) on the right 
and GV electric, fleet no E6. 
(CHCaba224) 


Below: Continuing round, 
here is a view of more of 
the Latol, fleet no L50, plus 
a mechanic, who has an 
engine block or crank-case 
open on a stand, showing the 
flywheel, with the cylinder 
head on the bench to the 
rear. (CHC abe423) 



Right: Another view of the 
front ends of the Austin 
and LatiL, with a mechanic 
in the smartly-finished 
pit, under the front of the 
LatiL With no bonnet side 
panels, we can see the Latil 
has a four cylinder petrol 
engine, rather than the 
expected Gsardner 5LW. 
both vehicles, in common 
with nearly all those in 
these pictures, have‘hind’s 
head’ bonnet mascots on 
their radiator filler caps, 
Like the company’s Logo. 
(CHC abe431) 
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‘hind’s heads’on the 
dropsides. (CHCabf009) 

Right: Not the sort of picture 
we usually use, but this shows 
how corner boards’were used on 
the top crates, to save the sheets from 
tearing -all very well thought-out... (CHC 
abfOlO) 


Above: An interesting rear view of the 
AEC. Note the style of dropside 
body favoured by Whitbread for 
these trunk vehicles. Unusually, 
the sheets are roped down 
inside the dropsides - very 
tidily - and strapped front to 
rear as well. There are some 
great details to be seen, Like 
the 20 mph speed Limit sign 
and the three-dimensional 


Right: Here is a nice side shot of GV Electric, 
XB 9675, fleet no E6, in the workshop, 
being greased. These vehicles were Long- 
Lived, obviously proving their worth on 
city deliveries for Whitbread and other 
companies Like Hovis. (CHC aba223) 

Below: Whitbread acquired the Mackeson’s 
Stout brand in 1929, giving it national 
distribution, becoming the market Leader in 
‘milk stout’, containing sugar from Lactose. 
Mackeson’s continued to be brewed at Hythe 
until 1968, with Whitbread vehicles - some in 
black and silver Mackeson’s Livery - trunking 
the beer in bottles or tankers around the 
country and to Belgium. Here is an AEC 
Mammoth Major 8 Mklll dropside, LYH 526 
(London 1950-52), fleet no 642, with an 
Ashton-under-Lyne address on the cab door, 
probably at the distribution depot there, 
Loaded with crates of bottles. (CHC abf006) 
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Above: Moving on - or rather back - to 
Benskins of Watford, here we have part of 
the fleet Loading at the Cannon Brewery. The 
Lorries are Commers, the two at the front 
including fleet no 30 are ‘RC models, which 
probably dated from the World War I years - 
many were built for or impressed by the army 
- or soon after, with two Commer GN types 
dating from the Later 1920s to the rear. The 
earlier Lorries are still on solids, with chain 
drive. There seems to be plenty of manpower 
to do the Loading. (CHC aaa924) 


Left: One of the Commers, AR 8448 
(Hertforshire, 1920s), heads the queue 
Leaving the brewery on their delivery rounds. 
Note the ‘Commercar’ on the radiator and 
the drayman directing traffic - not that 
there would have been too much. A railway 
wagon can just be seen inside the fence. (CHC 
aaa925) 



Above: An interloper among the Commers was this new-looking Morris-Commercial 1-tonner, UR 5752? (Hertfordshire, 1930), fleet no 60. My grandmother 
had a silly saying: “If you can’t fight, get a big hat.” You can see where she got it from... (CHC aaa926) 


www.roadscene.com 


June 16 43 



























Above: One of the Commer RCs, fleet no 40, is having its 
Load of crates topped up with some barrels. Its tailboard is 
down, Benskins favouring solid sides for its Lorries, note the 
drivers coat thrown over the bonnet, to keep the radiator 
warm to help re-start the engine, doubtless with a handle... 
(CHC aaa929) 


Left: A rear view, as the Loaded Lorries are readied to Leave 
on their rounds, with a mix of barrels and crates. There are 
two of the ‘RCs’, including AR 9188, and a ‘GN’, UR 4301, both 
of which have a wheel chocked on the slight slope. (CHC 
aaa928) 


Below: A different Line-up at the Loading bay, with four 
‘RCs’, headed by fleet no 26, and two ‘GNs’ on parade with 
their crews, considering that most of the vehicles were at 
Least ten years old and very out-dated by the time of these 
pictures, they are all in excellent condition and quite a 
tribute to their builder, operator and drivers. (CHC aaa927) 
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SOUTH MIDLAND ON 
THE SOUTH COAST 

Glyn Kraemer-Johnson 


BLACK LEATHER AND PAINTED TORPEDO GREY. 



PLACE YOUR ORDER 
NOW! 


Plymouth\s C 11 -ope t i ve 
Passenger Vehicles, 
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l biuiCh of lilt? Plymouth E "fl> Opera if vQ : 

j Society, which Karo ennfad J0J08 pjut- f 
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l “cm carrel w».s 28*0 jn.-r vehicle.nod (be ; 
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there wfti-. .1 profit of £2 b lH)Q. Tlio totaJ : 
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i No Sinnlny trip* were mn. 
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Tfi? machines referred to above are all 
DENNIS 30-seated Charf-a-banoL 

Wnte for lull particulars 
and Catalogue f * R/' 

DENNIS, 

GUILDFORD, 

SURREY. 


| Above: A1920 advertisement for the Dennis Grey Torpedo, the charabanc with which South Midland began its operations. (Grace’s Guide to British 
Industrial History) 


T he South Midland Touring & 

Transport Co, as it was originally 
known, was formed in April 1921, 
with its Head Office at Lloyds 
Bank Chambers in Oxford. As 
its name implied, the company operated 
tours and excursions to the surrounding 
areas including the Berkshire Downs, the 
Malvern Hills and further afield, to places 
such as Cheddar Gorge, Weston-Super-Mare 
and to the South Coast resorts: indeed, 
the company's very first excursion was to 
Southsea. 

A month later, the Company introduced 
a three-times weekly service to London 
(Marble Arch), which proved extremely 
popular and, by 1924, had become a daily 
operation. By 1929, this had been further 
increased to three journeys per day, while 
the excursion programme had also been 
extended to include a number of new 
destinations as well as local sporting events, 
such as The Derby and Newbury Races, 
rugby at Twickenham and the Henley 


Regatta. 

The original vehicles, Dennis'Grey Torpedo' 
charabancs were replaced by Weymann- 
bodied Lancia Pentaiotas fitted with sun¬ 
roofs. In 1928, the London coach operator, 
Charles Rickards, was appointed as an agent 
for South Midland and, for the first time, 
bookings were taken from London. Hitherto, 
only passengers travelling from Oxford 
had been carried, and this move saw traffic 
increase considerably in both directions. 

The following year saw the London terminal 
moved to London Coastal Coaches'coach 
station at Lupus Street and later to its 
successor, the newly-opened Victoria Coach 
Station. 

By this time, shortage of garage 
accommodation was becoming a serious 
problem, so the Company purchased Oxford 
Motor Carriers & Repairs Ltd, which had large 
premises on the main Iffley Road in Oxford. 
The business included road haulage, garage 
repairs and petrol sales and also held an 
agency for the Essex Motor Co, an American 


car manufacturer, wholly owned by the 
Hudson Motor Car company. These activities 
were continued for a couple of years under 
the name of'South Midland Garages'but, 
in 1930, the company decided to sell this 
offshoot, in order to concentrate its efforts 
solely on its coaching operations, for which 
a number of lock-up garages on the site was 
retained. 

It was perhaps a little surprising, therefore, 
that at a Board meeting In October 1935, 
a suggestion was made that the company 
should move into taxi-cab operation; not in 
its home territory, but' somewhere on the 
South Coast'. The suggestion was approved 
and Brighton was chosen as the base for the 
new venture. 

A garage belonging to George Newman 
& Co (Brighton) Ltd, in Jubilee Street, was 
available and was considered, although it 
was much larger than necessary, having 
accommodation for around 120 cars. 
However, it was thought that the surplus 
space could be rented out to offset costs. 
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Above: Throughout most of the 1930s 
Leyland was the favoured chassis. Fleet no 29 
(JO 5199) was a Tiger TS3 with 28-seat body 
by ScammeLL & Nephew, new in 1931. Note 
the classic pram in the background. 

(Omnibus Society) 

Right: The VauxhaLL 12 saloon was the 
original choice for the Brighton operation 
but, in the event, none was purchased. 

(Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History) 

and it was agreed to order 20 Vauxhall 12hp 
Light Six saloons, with which to start the 
service. In the event, neither option was 
taken up. 

The order for Vauxhalls was subsequently 
changed, in favour of one for a similar 
number of 12 hp Austin 'Ascot' saloons. Ten 
of these were fitted with standard saloon 
bodies, the remainder having 'sun-saloon' 
roofs; a feature that was thought would 
be appreciated for seaside operation in 
summer. 

Nor was the option to purchase the Jubilee 
Street premises pursued. Instead, a number 
of lock-up garages in St James's Mews, 
between Dorset Gardens and High Street, 
and close to the Sea Front and Old Steine, 
was leased in February 1936. The operation 
was given the name 'Britax' (nothing to do 
with today's manufacturer of children's car 
seats, which had then yet to be invented), 
the name being carried on the bonnet-sides 
of the cars. 

The operation was launched in March 
1936, being publicised by an advertisement 
in the local newspaper, which featured an 
illustration of one of the Austins, bearing 
the registration CCD 791 .The taxis did 
not stand on the town's ranks, bookings 
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being by telephone only. Fares seem to 
have been reasonable by today's standards, 
at 8d (4p) for the first mile and 2d (1 p) for 
each subsequent quarter mile, fares being 
charged only from the pick-up point. The 
fares remained the same 24-hours a day and 
every day of the week. 

The venture was successful from the start, 
such that a yard was acquired in Raphael 
Road, Hove, between Portland Road and New 
Church Road, and close to both Hove Station 
and the Dyke Junction (later Aldrington) Halt, 
the idea being to reduce'dead'mileage. In 
July, after only four months trading, ten more 
'Ascots'were ordered, a further six following 
in December. 

However, the months of plenty were 
drawing to a close. After this period of 
expansion, passenger numbers began to 
fall and, at its peak, profits were below the 
expected level. This was blamed largely 
on the inefficiency of the local telephone 
system, on which the operation was totally 
reliant. By December 1937, a number of 
the cars had been sold and, at the end of 
1938, Britax was showing a loss of £100: 
not dramatic, but sufficient to see a further 
reduction in the fleet, thirty cars continuing 
to operate throughout 1939. 

Following the outbreak of war, discussions 
took place as to whether the operation 
should cease. New vehicles would be 
required and these would be difficult to 
obtain, while the value of the existing fleet 
would increase, now that car production had 
ceased. It was decided to soldier on but, by 
January 1940, the operation was suffering 
from fuel restrictions and the company found 
it necessary to impose a hefty increase in 
fares. Sadly, when further fuel restrictions 
came into force in 1942, the company was 
left with no choice but to cease trading. 

The cars were overhauled and sold, many 


at a profit and the business was eventually 
wound-up in March 1943, almost exactly 
seven years after its inauguration. 

As was the case with all coach operators, 
the ban on non-essential travel had robbed 
South Midland of its tours and excursion 
work and, in 1942, its express services had 
also been withdrawn. However, work carried 
out for the War Department, particularly 
the movement of RAF personnel between 
establishments and transporting Prisoners 
of War, amply compensated for these losses. 
In fact, through the war years, the Company 
returned record profits. 

Nevertheless, in early 1944, when the 
tide of the war definitely appeared to be 
turning in Britain's favour, the founders of 


Left: The eventual choice was the Austin 12 

‘Ascot’, as illustrated here by FS 9327. 

(Author’s Collection) 

South Midland, William Beesley and William 
Taylor, met for informal discussions on the 
company's future. They were of the opinion 
that, after the war, the express service 
licensing system would be re-assessed. 

They also believed that the railways would 
be nationalised and that any application 
for an express coach service that competed 
with the trains would be automatically 
turned down. They also thought there was a 
possibility that road transport would also be 
nationalised. 

With these fears in mind, they decided to 
sell and throughout 1944 talks were held 
with Red & White Services of Chepstow. 
When peace returned in May 1945, financial 
reports were sent to Red & White. These were 
approved and, on 8th October 1945, South 
Midland became part of the Red & White 
Group. 

It is interesting to speculate what the 
outcome might have been had South 
Midland continued its Brighton taxi 
operation until its takeover by Red & White, 
the Chepstow-based company already 
having a number of taxi and car hire 
companies within its Group.ln the event, of 
course, this did not happen and, after the 
war. South Midland vehicles only appeared 
in Brighton on excursions, or on the 
Worcester-Oxford-Brighton express service, 
introduced in 1948 and operated jointly with 
Southdown. 



Above: AfterWorld War II, South Midland vehicles were only to be seen in Brighton on excursions 
or express services; or, as in the case of Fleet no 603, ORX 634, as an entrant in the British Coach 
Rally. An ECW-bodied Bristol MW6G, this vehicle was brand new when it appeared in the Coach 
Rally in April 1958. By this time the Red & White Group had been nationalised and South Midland 
placed under the control of Thames Valley. (Paul Bateson) 


www.roadscene.com 


June 16 47 









VRSP0716 


HOW TO BUY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

OFFER 1. DIGITAL EDITION: VISIT: pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 
OFFER 2. PRINT EDITION: COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW 


EfYES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO VINTAGE ROADSCENE MAGAZINE 

DELIVERY / PAYERS DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code . 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 


GIFT DELIVERY DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


.Post / Zip code . 

Country. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 


43 


BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 20% • BEST UK DEAL • SAVE 20% 


□ I WISH TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT (UK ONLY) £39.99 taken ^ > 
every 12 months (SAVING 20%) PLUS FREE 52 PIECE SOCKET SET ; '««< | 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 


, Postcode. 


Account name. 
Sort code 


Account number 


Signature. Date 

(Drininptnr’s Iri ni imhpr Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
Wl iy II lalUl o IU IUI IUUI assured hv the Direct Dehit auarantee. I understand that this instruction mav remair 


81 31 71 31 81 3 


assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


* PAY BY CHEQUE/DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 


□ UK: 12 issues at £50.40 SAVING 10% £44.99 PLUS FREE 52 PIECE SOCKET SET 

□ USA / EUROPE: 12 issues at £63.99 (NO GIFT) 

□ REST OF WORLD: 12 issues at £69.99 (NO GIFT) 

□ I enclose a cheque fa £.made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited (drawn from a UK accounl) 

□ Please debit my □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ MasterCard for £. 


Card number 


Security number 

Valid from./.Expiry date./. 

Signature.Date. 


(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Vintage Roadscene Subscription, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 

(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

Vintage Roadscene Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe 
Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG, UK 
@ INTERNATIONAL ONLY PLEASE CALL: 0044 (0)1 959 543 747 


*FREE gift subject to availability, we reserve the right to offer an alternative product at the same or higher retail value. On 
receipt of your order your free gift will be delivered within 25 working days. Offer/prices available until 21st July 2016. 
Kelsey Publishing Ltd., uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we would like to use your 
personal information. For full details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 0333 043 9848. If you have any questions please ask as 
submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about 
products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time 
- via email on data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or call 0333 043 9848. 


R 


VINTAGE 

OADSCEN 


E 


2 EASY OPTIONS. 


OFFER 1 DIGITAL EDITION 


VINTAGE 
ROADSCENE APP AND 
SAMPLE ISSUE 

PAY JUST £29.99 
FOR 12 ISSUES 
AND SAVE 16%* 


PPPC1 \ \\RACS \\ Wilkins YVRevopak 

) //Lorries //Removals //Homecoming 

Yl VINTAGE ¥7 


n Vll\ IAUL T? 

KoadscenIl 



* 16% saving based on digital cover 
price of £2,99 per issue. FREE gift not 
included with digital subscription orders, 


AVAILABLE ON 
THE APP STORE AND 
POCKETMAGS.COM 


" 1 


pocket .com 


pktmags.com/vintageroadscene 











































































SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

WHICH ONE SUITS YOU? 



all print magazine subscribers 


• Preferential rates on our associated events and products 

• A constantly refreshed range of products to choose from 

• First access to subscription offers on other Kelsey titles 
• Exclusive discounts on your favourite brands i 
% Free entry into subscriber only competitions J 

. shop.kelsey.co.uk/subscriberplus < 


3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

1 ONLINE 

1 shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrs 

O POST 

r Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 
Vintage Roadscene Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., 
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, 

Cudham, Kent, TN16 3AG 

q CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 
O 0333 043 9848 & quote offer code VRSP0716 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. Please note that calls are charged at 
your local rate, for further information please check with your service provider. 


20 % saving based an cover price of £4.20 
per issue, UK Direct Debit print offer only, 


OFFER 2 UK PRINT EDITION WITH FREE GIFT 


FREE 52 PIECE SOCKET SET 

T his month we are offering new subscribers a fantastic 52 piece socket and bit 
set FREE. It’s great to store in your boot and is ideal for all sorts of car related 
jobs and just perfect for odd jobs around the home, Self contained in its own 
blow mould case it’s a welcome addition to any car enthusiasts tool kit! 

SET INCLUDES: 

• 1 pee 1/2” Dr. Reversible Ratchet Handle 
• 1 pee 3/8” Dr. Reversible Ratchet Handle 
• 1 pee 3” Extension Bar 
• 1 pee 1/4” Dr. Spinner Handle 
• 1 pee 1/4” (M) x 3/8” (F) Adapter 
• 1 pee 3/8” Dr. Spin Disc 
• 1 pee Coupler 

• 1 pee Spark Plug Socket: 21 mm 5pce 
• Bits: Philips: No. 1/2/3 Standard: 3/6” & 9/32” 

SAE: 


^Wfrom just 

f £39.99 

FOR 12 
ISSUES 

SAVING 20% 


• 12 pee 1/4” Dr. 6 Pt. Sockets: 5/32”, 3/16”, 7/32 
5/16”, 3/8”, 13/32”, 7/16”, 15/32”, 1/2” 

• 3 pee 3/8” Dr. 6 Pt. Sockets: 7/16”, 9/16”, 1/2” 

• 3 pee 3/8” Dr. 8 Pt Sockets: 1/4”, 5/16”, 3/8” 

• 4 pee 1/2” Dr. 6 Pt Sockets: 5/8”, 11/16”, 3/4”, 13/16” 

METRIC: 

• Dr. 6 Pt. Sockets: 4, 4.5, 5.5, 6, 6.5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

11, 12, 13m 

• 3pce 3/8” Dr. 6 Pt. Sockets: 11, 12, 13mm 
13pce 1/4” 


1/4”, 9/32” 





















LONDON TO 

Brighton 

bun report 


As a 'London to Brighton' spectator - and participant - since his teenage years, Malcolm Bates ponders over the issues arising 
from this, the 55th Annual Run. Issues such as: where have all the spectators gone? And where have all the newly completed 'big 
buck' restorations gone? And where's his bacon sarny gone? After all, Editor Forbes has taken an awfully long time... 


L ike many enthusiasts, for me, the 
London to Brighton run is the 
signal that the season has finally 
started and lots of other good 
things are to come. Yes, of course, 
the weather can be fickle - more fickle than 
you might think for May, as only a few weeks 
earlier, a delivery driver was telling me that 
the legendary Snake Pass had been closed 
by drifting snow. 

Well, when I say "like many enthusiasts..." - 



in fact, aside for the weather, which this year 
was excellent for a change - it was obvious 
that even fewer enthusiasts came out to 
witness this year's event. And there were 
fewer present this year, than on previous 
years. Which poses the question: why? And 
that's a question that we should all pay 
attention to. 

So, what is the answer? Is there a single 
answer? We've already established that 
the weather wasn't to blame this time. 

True, there can't be that many people - old 
commercial vehicle enthusiasts or not - 
living within, say, a 60 mile radius of London 
who would jump at the chance of getting 
up at something like 5 am, in order to get to 
the desolate car park at Crystal Palace before 
7 am, for the off. But considering how many 
people live within that radius - millions - 
aside from actual participants, the event 
should still be capable of mustering more 
than a double-decker bus full, shouldn't it? 

What sort of double-decker bus? Look, 
that's not really the point, what I'm saying 
is.... Well, okay, how about a 1956 AEC 
Regent Mk 3 like'EPV 24', as once operated 
by Ipswich Corporation. Or maybe MO 
9324, the 1927 Thames Valley Tilling Stevens 
'Express'single-decker ? Where was I? Oh, 
yeah, lack of spectators. Like I've suggested 
several times before, maybe the grotty 
surroundings and lack of support for old 


vehicle events by the Mayor of London is 
putting people off coming into London? 
Personally, I hope that is the case, because 
the best way to change a policy is through 
taking your money and spending it 
elsewhere. Surely, we - the HCVS members 
and the event participants - deserve better 
facilities? Like somewhere to sit down to 
have breakfast? And decent toilets? And 
surely the participants deserve a start venue 
with some'security', where vehicles can be 
safely left overnight and where transporters 
don't have to waste time threading through 
streets bristling with spy cameras, weight 
restrictions, clean air zone monitors and a 
whole load of other tosh? 

THEY'VE GOT BUSES. SO WHY 
NOT LORRIES, TOO? 

It used to be the case that a two-day old 
vehicle 'rally' was organised alongside the 

Top: Nice Job! This AEC Mandator tractor unit 
ended it’s working Life as a yard shunter at 
Gregory Distribution. Since being acquired 
for preservation by OTR two years ago, it’s 
been transformed. 

Left: Here’s one I did earlier! Clearly, the 
budget required to restore the Knowles 
Foden Twin-Load was considerable - so much 
in fact that a replacement woollen sweater 
will have to wait! Come on all you Charity 
shops, step-up to the plate and help a poor 
haulier out! 


50 June 16 


www.roadscene.com 

































Top: And here’s a rear view of the Foden Twin-Load showing the single axle 
‘bob-tail’trailer. Clearly the then current C&U Legislation in Britain didn’t 
favour‘double bottom’units, or even semi-trailers on dollies behind rigid 
chassis. For no real reason, it still doesn’t - in spite of three-axle rigids 
managing to pull four or even five-axle drawbar trailers, operating at 60 
tonnes GCW in Scandinavia. 

Left: Where it’s at. The Twin-Load featured a fifth-wheel, mounted at the 
rear of an otherwise standard British Long distance eight-wheeler chassis. 
Only a handful were built - this actual unit continuing in service with the 
works transport fleet after ending it’s stint as a demonstrator. 


London to Brighton event itself. It was in 
Battersea Park. And it was great. But, sadly, 
for a whole busload of reasons, that just 
wouldn't work at Crystal Palace. But it might 
work at the Brooklands Museum. There's 
plenty of space - especially once the old 
wartime aircraft hanger is removed from 
the Finishing Straight.The catering might 
be eye-wateringly expensive, but at least it's 
to a decent standard. And Brooklands has 
got decent toilets. And because the former 
Cobham Bus Museum is on the same site, 


they've got more than a handful of buses to 
look at too. 

Might not all that help draw in a few 
more spectators? And might they not be 
persuaded to pay a modest admission 
fee, which might be shared between the 
Brooklands Museum and the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Society? Those 
who know about the politics of event 
management suggest the Brooklands 
Museum isn't keen on 'sharing'- and 
obviously, the'not invented here'syndrome 


comes into play as well - but the fact is, 
any venue has to constantly look for new 
revenue streams and 'lorries' could be it. 

Leaving the start - as you do - what about 
the rest of the route? Again, an almost total 
lack of spectators further down the road to 
Brighton this year suggests that something 
has gone wrong. Roadside spectator 
numbers have been falling steadily over 
the years, and when the weather is cold or 
wet, that's understandable. But this year 
the weather was perfect, so it has to be 
something else. 

Is it pre-event publicity - or lack of? Is it the 
prevailing attitude amongst an increasing 
number of participants to just get down to 
Brighton as quickly as possible, to avoid the 
traffic, without'wasting time', stopping at the 
half-way rest stop? Is it the fear that, once 
down in Brighton, there won't be anywhere 
for spectators to park and short of walking 
up and down a line of smart old lorries, 
nothing much else to do? Surely that can't 
be it? Brighton's full of nice restaurants and 
other attractions. 

Is it the worrying possibility that fewer and 
fewer people are actually interested in'old 
lorries', full stop? While the rising circulation 
of Vintage Roadscene magazine suggests 
not, the simple fact is that there were very 
few younger enthusiasts visible around the 
Run this year. Aside from the children - or 
more likely, grandchildren - of participants, 



Top: Not one of London’s finest? This 1939 Leyland FK9 with 60 ft escape entered service in 1940 
with the Borough of Stourbridge, although it was Later shipped to London to help out during the 
Blitz. It then went to Worcester, before ending a busy working Life in Smethwick. 
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Right: Biggest isn’t always best, as this pretty 
Bedford MLD helps illustrate. It started Life 
in 1941 as a dropsider, but was rebodied in 
1951 as a removals van. Restoration started 
in the 1990s and Last year further work 
included a full repaint in Abel’s colours. 

very few were under 40 years of age. Is that 
the key factor? As older enthusiasts give up, 
for whatever reason, there just aren't any 
younger ones to take their place? 

BACK ON TRACK 

Right, having thoroughly depressed you, 
let's get back on track and take a look at the 
actual vehicles that took part this year. Any 
key underlying issues? Well, yes. Aside from 
the stalwarts that enter every year, come rain, 
or shine - like the little 1937 Jowett dropside 
pick-up entered by Michael Fishwick, or the 
1939 Guy Wolf entered by Derek Webb - 
there were far fewer 'Heritage Fleet' entries 
this year, with only the red Bedfords of 
Reading demolition contractor and local- 
boy-made-good, John Mould to remind us 



FWNi-m REMOVED & WAR!HOUSED 

' East anglia 


of how much fun it is to see fseveral grand's 
worth of preserved lorries going by in 
convoy, all painted the same colour. Even if 
the companies concerned never actually ran 
any of them like that at the time. Rumour has 
it that McGovern, a previous run corporate 


entrant and London-located to boot,'forgot' 
to enter this year. Odd that, as on the way 
down to Crystal Palace at stupid-o-clock, 
Editor Forbes and I spotted McGovern's 
Foden tipper heading towards Peterborough 
and the rival Truckfest event. Surely there 



would have been capacity on the Run for the 
company's vehicles, rather than lose them to 
a rival event? 

Grasping for something more - even 
moderately —interesting to tell you about, 
to persuade you to get out there for the 
next HCVS Road Run (you'll need to visit 
www.hcvs.co.uk for the full SP, but the Trans- 
Pennine Run on the first Sunday in August is 
always worth a look), in desperation, I had a 
quick glance at this year's Run programme 
for inspiration. 

It turns out that this year, 2016, marks 
the 150th Anniversary of the London Fire 
Brigade. 150 years! Did you know that? No, 
me neither.Taking into account how many 
fire engines have been preserved - a hell of a 
lot in proportion of the numbers built - you 
might have expected to see some sort of 
special Fire Engine Procession this year, to 


Above and right: For obvious reasons, 
unrestored commercials from the 1920s 
and ’30s are hard to find, harder to restore if 
parts are broken or missing and represent 
a challenge to drive over long distances 
on the road. Not that this fabulous 1926 
Albion is Likely to worry about‘distances’in 
the guise of a prop transporter for a touring 
theatre company. Quite how the ‘Wall of 
Death’ motorcycle (stowed at the rear of the 
trailer, comes in, we couldn’t understand), 
but the end result is stunning. Even more so, 
as the trailer body is a complete copy’ of the 
original, built onto a correct period trailer 
chassis. Convincing? Totally. But in fact, this 
model SB24 van started Life in the fleet of 
Keiller’s Marmalade of Dundee (remember 
that?) before being found in scrap condition 
in 1968. It was then rallied in New Zealand, 
somehow got tangled up with Edward Heath 
and his headlong dash into the‘Common 
Market’ in 1973 and... Well, it’s been around 
a bit. 
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Above: Nice idea the HCVS had in making a 
‘Special Class’for road tankers. Pity more 
didn’t turn up. But among those that did, 
this Thornycroft ‘Swiftsure’ of 1959 was a 
real stunner. Entered by Thornycroft Society 
member, Tom Mansbridge, it wasn’t a tanker 
originally. But you’d never know. 

Left: And just for good measure, here’s 
the Thornycroft Swiftsure tanker again at 
Brighton. 


celebrate all that history, surely? Or perhaps 
even some sort of official promotion by the 
London Fire Brigade itself? Well, put it this 
way, while fire engines are always a regular 
part of the London to Brighton event, if there 
was a special London celebration this year, 

I must have blinked and missed it. Perhaps 
Mayor Boris's henchmen (and henchwomen) 
ruled it out for being non-inclusive, air 
quality negative, or cyclist unfriendly? 
Whatever the reason, only 15 Fire-related 
entrants were listed in the programme - no 
more than in previous years. 

THE HEADLINE ACTS 

So, that leads us to ask the question: were 
there any new'Headline Acts'this year? Big, 
bold, new restorations that we might talk 
about in positive terms? Something that 
might have once seemed like an impossible 
dream, back at the time our hobby was in its 
infancy? What, you mean like seeing a brand 
new two-stroke powered Foden'Twin-Load' 
growl past, looking like it had just rolled out 



Above: Judging by the slimmer front wings, this Commer VC is not to full‘Maxiload’specification. 
Listed in the HCVS Programme as a ‘TS3 Horsebox’, it was originally sold as a tipper for bulk grain 
use. The 1950s wooden horsebox body was fitted sometime after 2012, making it into a useful 
home from home for the Swain clan of Shrewsbury. 



Above: The light fantastic. Standard and Triumph never won a Large slice of the commercial vehicle 
market. Shame.This Lovely pair - a Vanguard-based van and a pick-up in RAF colours - helps us 
see what we’ve all been missing.The 1949‘Phase l’van is a fresh restoration by John Shearman of 
Kent.The pick-up is a Later Phase II version. 


of Elworth Works? Yeah, I've just seen one 
of those. Without undermining the efforts 
of any other entrants with freshly-restored 
motors, Tony Knowles'beautiful Foden Twin- 
Load really was on another planet. Head and 
shoulders above... Use whatever metaphor 
you like. 

Yes it was 'wrong' in that it was painted in 
Knowles's own'Heritage Fleet'colours, rather 
than the'works'colours it spent its early life 
in. And no, of course a little haulier in the 
sleepy Eastern Counties of 1960s Britain 
wouldn't have been able to run such an 
expensive wagon to haul bags of potatoes 
and boxes of sprouts to market. Not when 
a second-hand Bedford, Commer, or Dodge 
would have done the job perfectly well at a 
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1: What’s this, a ‘Bed-Fest? Post-war, 
immediate pre-war and mid-1950s Bedfords 
all Line up to illustrate just how slowly the 
styling of this iconic normal control Lorry 
evolved over the years. Why, you used to see 
them everywhere! CKL941 was built in 1936. 
HLW 34 is ex-R White’s Lemonade. That would 
make a change from preserved vehicles in 
brewery Liveries wouldn’t it? 

2: And just to show that whatever Luton 
could do, Birmingham could do as well, 
here we see an excellent example of a 
‘Birmingham Bedford’, with milk churn body. 
HOR was found in poor condition on a farm 
near Maidstone, Kent in 1990. It was restored 
by a team at Channel Commercials in Ashford 
and is finished to represent a milk collection 
and delivery vehicle, as used by the present 
owner’s uncle, who actually once ran a fleet 
of Austin K4s in Kent. 





3 : Yes it really does drive under it’s own 
steam and, yes, it did make it all the way 
down to Brighton! If nothing else, this‘Dust 
Bowl’condition 1926 Ford Model T (or is it a 
TT?) underlines how rugged Henry’s products 
were. Although not mentioned in the 
programme, the interesting bit is the body- 
it’s a manually-operated screw tipper. And it 
still works, too. 

4 : Here’s another view of the Scragg’s 
Transport Leyland Steer. Unusually, it’s fitted 
with a larger Leyland 600 engine and five- 
speed box, so it may well have pulled a draw¬ 
bar trailer when new. A spinach can holder 
on the dashboard - the driver would have 
needed the extra strength! - might be a clue. 

5 : Lovely 1931 Dennis 30 cwt Lorry had a Long 
working Life in the service of an Essex builder, 
who built the cab built in his own carpentry 
shop. Purchased for preservation in 1963, 
but not fully restored until 1980, it’s a joy to 
behold. 
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Above: Sing it:“We’re all going on a Summer 
Holiday...” It took a while before the old 
pre-war buses and coaches were finally 
pensioned off and bright, fresh new 
vehicles became available. After a few early 
underfloor-engined styling disasters, coach 
body design settled down and coaches 
Like this 1961AEC Reliance joined in the 
traffic jams to the Coast. In fact,‘HEK’ has 
had two Lives - once, as built, with a PLaxton 
‘Panorama’coach body when new and once 
again, as here, fitted with a Panorama‘Elite 
III’ body it acquired in 1975. It was operated 
by Smiths of Wigan. 



fraction of the price. But for once, that's not 
the point. 

The point is, only someone with some 
serious restoration firepower - and a 
credible back catalogue of successful nut- 
and-bolt restorations - is going to have the 
resources to tackle something as rare and 
'landmark'as a FodenTwin-Load.True, when 
new, it was a commercial failure. But it was 
also a valiant Canute-like attempt to hold 
back the spread of articulation, by adapting 
the time-honoured British long distance 
haulage wagon, the rigid eight wheeler 
and drag, to make it more suitable to help 
British industry benefit from 'The White 
Heat of Technology'. Of course, it didn't. And 
ultimately, neither did we. 

But while Editor Forbes gets the teas in, 

I'm still here walking around it. Looking for 


6: Haven’t we met before? ScammeLL ‘Handyman’ tractor with GRP‘Cheese grater’cab makes for an 
interesting contrast with the smart, but traditional, Lines of the 1957‘mouth-organ grille’ LeyLand 
6x2 twin-steer‘Steer’, 797 SRF, which has been restored in the Livery of the original owners. 

Both could have easily been on the road at the same time. An ERF KV 6x4 heavy haulage tractor 
completes the picture. 

7 : Hobson’s choice? There wasn’t a great deal to chose between a Morris 5 cwt van and a Ford 5 
cwt van in the Late 1940s. One Looked old-fashioned and had a wheezing side valve engine and 
the other... Well, that did as well. Cleverly, although both were based on pre-war models, Ford 
managed to convince customers that the ‘Sit up and Beg’ styling was still a viable option, until 
the 300E range came out in the mid-1950s. Morris ended production of the Series E, when the fist 
Morris Minor vans came on stream. 

8: Time to catch the bus? STL 469 is a 1935 AEC Regent double-decker that entered service in 1934. 
Entered by the London Transport Museum, it wasn’t withdrawn until 1954, when larger quantities 
of RT took over and is finished here in the early post-war Livery with restricted blinds. 

9 : Yes, that’s a real Load of bricks on this 1961 Thames Trader tipper, but nothing it can’t handle. 
Especially as we suspect, the tipper body has a ‘false floor’. Back in 1961, it would have taken the 
full five yards and thought itself Lucky! This vehicle won a couple of awards at Last year’s event. 

10: The Construction & Use Regulations of the early 1970s helped create some strange chassis 
configurations including twin-steer 6x2 tractor units and... very Long wheelbase eight-wheelers 
Like this one, which - from memory - were designed to offset fears of heavier Lorries damaging 
the roads and bridges. How did greater axle spread make any significant difference? No idea. 
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Right: Run Stalwart, this 1939 Guy‘Wolf made 
it down to Brighton again. Without drama 
or fanfare. Entered by Derek Webb, it surely 
deserves a ‘Lifetime achievement award’? 


Below: Nice patina! This LAD-cabbed Dodge 
has been seen before, but it’s included here 
to record the fact that, thankfully, it’s still in 
‘working’condition and hasn’t been restored 
- or is that‘over restored’? - in the corporate 
Livery of a company that never ran Dodges in 
oeriod. Great innit? 


flaws. Mistakes. Anachronistic no-nos, like 
the wrong mirrors, or more recent lamps 
from Halfords. It's spot on. In fact, thinking 
about it, if only Spot-On or Corgi Toys had 
made a diecast model of it when it was new, 
maybe the Twin-Load concept would have 
been a success? Of course the truth was, the 
whole idea of a rigid eight-wheeler with a 
dinky little single-axle semi-trailer on the 
back was never going to work. But coupled 
to a longer twin-axle semi-trailer with a gross 
combination weight of around 40 tons, like a 
New Zealand, or Australian 'B-Train'? Then it 
might have. 

So you could say that the Foden Twin-Load 



was either one last brave attempt to keep 
the rigid eight-wheeler alive. Or it was a bit 
too far ahead of it's time for the operating 
weight legislation of the time. However you 
look at it, my point is that you can at least 
still 'look at it'for real, in the metal, thanks 
to Tony Knowles and his team's efforts. Let's 
hope it makes it to plenty of other events 
from now on, shall we? 

Talking of'looking', it must be time to crack 
open the wad of pictures and see what else 
was on the London to Brighton Run this 
year? Try these... 


Above: Are you a square? Or a round peg in a Square hole? 
Scammell featured both options on the striking Handyman/ 
Routeman GRP cabs, but back in the early 1970s, the Cibie lamps 
were the height of cool. If not the height of Light! 

Right: What will next year bring? Will improvements at 
Brooklands Track in Weybridge enable the London to Brighton 
event to start from somewhere with facilities? True, Weybridge is 
in Surrey, not London. But Crystal Palace is hardly‘London’either 
is it? 
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For more information and ticket booking 


• Over lOO 
stunning trucks 

• Club displays 

• Large autojumb 
and trade area 


visit www.truckinglive.co.uk 
or call 01406 373421 


in association with: 


CLASSIC * Vintage 
COMMERCIALS 


i m 


TRUGKSTOP 

nri—i 


TRUCKING 


Vehicle Display, Trade and Jumble: Call 01406 373421 or 
Email truckshows@kelsey.co.uk 

Book online at www.truckinglive.co.uk. Tickets on the gate £10. FREE entry for children aged 15 and under when accompanied 
by a paying adult. All attractions subject to change. Advance bookings close 12 noon (GMT) Friday 28th October 2016. 




















Keith Baldwin went to the 7 8th Kirby Stephen 
and Brough Classic Commercial Vehicle Rally, 
held in the two Cumbrian towns and the 
surrounding area over the Easter weekend. 



;A NEWSOME 


Above: The restoration of this Left hand 
drive, continental spec, 1976 Volvo 
F88, registered 38 GN, had just been 
completed for the preserved fleet of 
Cheshire-based G A Newsome when it was 
taken to Cumbria. 



Above: This Commer Superpoise is said to be the first of its type with the Airflow Streamlines 
cab. OCJ123 (Herefordshire, 1956), is one the smallest of the range, introduced in 1955, a 
one-tonner, with four cylinder engine and single rear wheels. This one now has a Luton body, 
fitted out as a motor caravan. 


T his is something of a season 
opener in the North of 
England, which can be 
blessed with wonderful 
weather or, as this year, a 
mixture of cloud, cold wind and heavy 
showers when Keith was there. However, 


he says this did not detract from an 
excellent turn-out of vehicles. Ranging 
from bicycles to heavy commercials, 
there was a good number of vehicles of 
all types on show and, being held on a 
number of sites, they are connected by s 
free bus service. 


A very large number of classic buses 
were running on this service and thanks 
must go to the owners for allowing their 
vehicles to be used on these services. 

The number of sales stands was down, 
probably because of the weather forecast, 
but there was plenty for visitors to enjoy. 



Above: Once the mainstay of many tipper fleets, this Bedford OST, 
KKH 547 (Hull, 1949) has been restored in the Livery of coal and 
coke merchant, H Dale & Son. Note the period Perkins diesel, 
Bedford Drivers’Club and RAC badges. 



Above: An ERF 68G, with the LV cab, Gardner 150 engine, LGM 
686G (Motherwell & Wishaw, 1968-9), in the Livery of Fraser 
Faron, Glasgow. The well-restored eight-wheeler is carrying two 
generating sets on its platform body. 
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1: This LeyLand Leopard with early Alexander YType bodywork, 

6249 UP (Co Durham, 1962-3), has been nicely restored in the Livery 
of its original operator, Venture Transport of Consett. 

2: This LeyLand Comet tractor unit, MUE 990 (Warwickshire, 1952) 
started Life with Armstrong Whitworth Aviation at Coventry, pulling 
a Oueen Mary trailer, then it was fitted with a recovery crane, 
ending up at the bus museum in Manchester, but is now seen with 
this Livestock trailer, an extremely smart outfit. 

3 : This LAD-cabbed LeyLand Super Comet, VUW 839 (London, 1958), 
has been beautifully restored to its original National Benzole 
Livery by Frank Willis of Hetton-le-Hole. 

4 : A1967 LeyLand Titan PD3A with MCW double-deck body, HFR 
801E, back in its original Blackpool Corporation Livery, seen on the 
bus service between the rally sites. 

5 : Although Looking like an ex-military ScammeLL Crusader, this 
six-wheeled tractor unit,AHB 807T (Cardiff, 1979), is actually an 
ex-Wynns Amazon 100-tonner, now in the colours of heavy recovery 
operator Alan Sewell from County Durham. 

6: The showman’s caravan behind the ScammeLL Routeman eight- 
wheeler, GJE 112N (Cambridge, 1974), in G Breward Livery, Looked 
very comfortable, with bay trees by the steps, parked in a Lay-by. 

7 : Coming from near Carlisle was R D Wardle’s 1972 Morris 8 cwt 
van, with Lancashire registration, NTF 163K. 


www.roadscene.com 


June 16 59 

















































Jim King and Mike Forbes were at the Classic Commercial Show, at Malvern, on Saturday 9th April. 


N estled in the shadow of the 

Malvern Hills is the Three Counties 
Showground, which was host 
to The Classic Commercial 
Show. Although efficiently and 
expertly organised by Claire & Jason Lunn of 
Independent Event Management Ltd. (IEM), 
full sponsorship of this and many other events 
this year is from Kelsey Publishing, publishers of 
Vintage Roadscene magazine. 

It was decided not to hold the usual auction 
on this occasion but, instead, the Wye Halls 
were filled to capacity with stands and stalls, 
selling all sorts of spare parts and accessories. 
These were complemented by many individual 
club stands, all manned by dedicated 
volunteers promoting the good works of each 
society. 

The typical April weather meant the odd 
light shower from time to time, interspersed 
with glorious sunshine, but since the recent 
expansion work at the showground, most of 
the exhibitors were housed under cover, which 
came in very handy this time around. 

There were many of the old stalwarts of the 
classic vehicle movement in attendance, plus 
quite a few newcomers as well, but all there for 
the same reasons. To catch up with each other 
after the winter lock-down, exchange a few 
words and spare parts, discuss their respective 
restorations and, basically, kick off the new rally 
season. 

It is always a pleasure to see so many classic 
lorries back out on the open roads and to 
consider what is to come over the next few 
months. A massive thank you to everyone 
involved for making this a smashing day out 
and re-igniting our enthusiasm for another year. 



The ‘Steel Boys’were at Malvern in 
force, with a line-up of ERF C and E 
Series, an AEC Mercury, Bedford TK, 
Renault and Volvo FH, plus many 
others among the Lorries on display. 




Above: Parry Davis’ ScammeLL Highwayman and tanker trailer was 
on the ScammeLL Register’s stand. 


Above: Roger Biggs, representing the National Association of Road Transport Modellers, had 
a display of recovery vehicles, built in 1/76 scale. 


I Above: This Bedford KType was on hand to promote the Bedford 
Enthusiasts Club. 
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1: JDF 827, a 1949 LeyLand Beaver of Febry’s Transport of Chipping Sodbury, Gloucestershire, next to ERF EC6, M208 OVM, of machinery movers, 
S J Radband & Son. 2: This Ford 400E van, HPV 600 (Ipswich, 1958), restored in ViLLers livery, was displayed complete with two period motor¬ 
cycles. 3: This 1964 normal control Thames Trader‘K’Series dropside, ANE 135B, of Dennis Smith of Minsterworth, Gloucestershire, would have 
been a rare bird when new, and still is in preservation. 4 : This 1954 Cummins-powered Peterbilt 351 is a real American classic, making an 
interesting comparison with the LeyLand Beaver from the same era. 5 : Another interesting Line-up of rigids, with an AEC Mandator, BMC Laird, 
two ex-Civil Defence Thames 4Ds, An ERF LKG44 and two AEC Mammoth Major tankers. 6: A1984 Bedford TL1260 tipper, B350 AMG, compared 
with a 1976 Bedford KM tipper, LPM 672P alongside, restored in the same colours. 7 & 8 : This 1968 Seddon 32-4-6LXB,XWX 659G, of John 
Norman of Holme Lacy, Herefordshire, came to the show on a Low-Loader trailer, pulled by Mercedes-Benz 1625, KTS 214X, something of a 
modern classic in itself these days. 
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Jim King reports on the fifth 
gathering held at Jack's Hill Cafe 
on the A5 near Towcester, 
Northamptonshire on 
Sunday 17th April. 

T he acorn has grown into a mighty 
oak tree. Who would have thought 
that this modest little gathering, the 
brain-child of Glen McBirniefrom 
nearby Rugby, which began in 2012 
with around thirty or so lorries, would have now 
become one of the hottest spots to be in April. 
Now in its fifth year, I was amazed, not only at 
the vast number of entrants, but also the huge 
number of spectators at this gathering. 

Sue Capella, the owner of Jack's, must have 
wondered what on earth was going on, but 
both she and her team dealt effortlessly with 
the constant demand for drinks and hot food 
throughout the day. There wasn't an inch of 
space in the parking lot, as close to one hundred 
classic vehicles were displayed under the brilliant 
sunshine for all to witness. 

There was a fantastic mix of vehicles from 
the early 1950s to the late 2000s, but as many 
regular readers will know, I am a sucker for 
heavyweight eight-wheelers so, for me, the sight 
of the day was Francis and Dan Cleaver arriving 
from Chipping Norton, in their respective AEC 
Mammoth Majors, UYP 897 from 1959 and JET 
855 from 1954; what a handsome pair they make 
travelling in convoy together. 

This was the busiest of all the five events here 
so far. I do hope that it does not become a victim 


of it's own success, and lose the intimate feel 
of the occasion. There could eventually come a 
point where this event will outgrow its location, 
but I hope that will be some way in the future, 
because the atmosphere at Jack's is second to 
none and this gathering is an important meeting 
of like-minded individuals, as much as viewing 


the marvellous metalwork on display. A big pat 
on the back to Glen and his fellow marshals, who 
manage to squeeze everyone in, and thanks to 
Sue and her team who enjoy this event as much 
as the general public, plus a special thank you to 
all the entrants that make this such a wonderful 
day out. 



Above: Seen outside Jack’s Hill Cafe, on the A5 near Towcester is GOB 160N, the 1974 ERF A 
Series in Ind Coope ‘Double Diamond’ Livery of Martyn Johnson of HinkLey, Leicestershire, in 
front of a Later ERF, J249 HHW, the 1992 three-axLe E12T of Dave Lynn, of Radstock, Somerset, 
both regulars at the gathering. 






V ■ if i- 



Above: Jim’s favourites, the two AEC Mammoth Major III tankers are 
seen arriving. 



Above: Also regularly seen at the gathering is 863 YUK, the ex-MIRA 
1958 ScammeLL Junior Constructor of Willi FLomer of Leamington 
Spa. 
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1: Another stalwart supporter of the Jack’s Hill event is John Sabin of Rugby, whose 1967 Atkinson Black Knight platform-bodied eight-wheeler, 
GNC 775E, is seen here. 2: At the event along with a Later tractor unit, 6037 SC, the 1963 ERF LKG44 with KV cab of Vic Haines of Pershore, 
Worcestershire, is seen arriving, ahead of BUR 627B, the 1964 Bedford TJ from the preserved fleet of Neil Bartlett of Coventry. 3 : The 1960 
AEC Mercury box van, VNR 745, of Roger FLaveLL of Nuneaton, resplendent in the Livery of Bees Transport of Hinckley, is another vehicle which 
probably visited Jack’s Hill Cafe during its working Life. 4 : Seen on the way out of the cafe car park is John Seabury’s 8123 VT, a 1964 Commer 
C Series tractor unit, finished in Morton’s of Coventry Livery, with another TS3 engine in place of the fifth wheel. 5 : Among the more modern 
preserved vehicles at the event was C687 OWP, the 1985 Seddon Atkinson 301 of David Knight of WoodhaLL Spa, Lincolnshire. 6: Two ex-military 
1987 Foden 6X6 recovery vehicles from the fleet of CMG Recovery of Newport PagneLL were present, including D84 ROK, seen turning into the 
vehicle park. 7 : DVT962C, the 1965 Leyland-engined Bedford TK tipper of Colin Parsons of Kidderminster is seen turning in, ahead ofX843 OLC, 
a 2001 Volvo in Delphi Livery, one of several American trucks which are also a regular sight at the gathering. 8: Another LocalLy-based vehicle is 
HSU 159A, the TS3-powered 1963 Commer OX breakdown truck of Bryan Male of Daventry. 9 : If it wasn’t for the modern Range Rover, KGW 822, 
the 1949 Austin K2 tanker of John Anderson and Peter Russell of Northampton, with the pre-war Austin 10 behind it, could almost have been 
arriving in the 1950s. Come to think of it, when it was operated by Local fuel supplier, Dixons, it probably did! 10 : ERF B Series, PNV 505R, from 
1976, Leads GVX 491T, a 1979 Ford Transcontinental, as they arrive along the A5. 
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Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month which 
we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 


Please check 

travelling lon ^'f in good faith and canno 
publishes this listing P9 Ranges or { 

v held responsible TO ’' ion given. 


Please check details with organisers before travelling long distances. Vintage Roadscene publishes this listing in good faith and cannot be held responsible for 
any changes or inaccuracies in the information given here. 

The rally season is now well under way for 2016, so we continue with our Rally Diary, covering the weekends between the publication dates of this and the 
next issue. 

If you're organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for future diary pages. 

Let us hope the weather is kind and everyone enjoys their days out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you particularly enjoyed an event - or if you were 
disappointed - and don't forget to take your camera and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally Scene pages... 


MAY 


20- 22nd May - Fawley Hill Vintage Extravaganza, Fawley, 
Henley on Thames, Buckinghamshire RG9 6JA, 01491 574873 
e-mail: events@fawleyhill.co.uk 
www.fawleyhill.co.uk 

21st May - Fire Engine & Vintage Vehicle Show, Preston Park 
Museum and Grounds, Stockton, Co Durham TS18 3RH, 01642 
526733 

e-mail: stephen.hodgson@stockton.gov.uk 
www.stockton.gov.uk/events 

21st May - Faversham Bus & Commercial Vehicle Day, town 
centre, Faversham, Kent 
e-mail: rolyg@supanet.com 

21 -22nd May -1940s and Military Vehicle Weekend, Dover 
Transport Museum, Willingdon Road, Dover CT16 2JX, 01304 
822409 

e-mail: info@dovertransportmuseum.org.uk 
www,dovertransportmuseum.com 

21- 22nd May -The Bedford Gathering, Vauxhall Motors 
Sports & Social Club, Rivacre Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire 
CH661NJ, 07745 873491 

e-mail: detroitlady123@gmail.com 
www.bedfordenthusiastsclub.com 

21-22nd May- Three Okefords Rally & Show, Blandford Road, 
Shillingstone, Dorset DT11 ORA, 01258 861473 
e-mail: topsltd@hotmail.co.uk 
www.threeokefordspreservationsociety.co.uk 

21-22nd May - Castle Combe Steam & Vintage Rally, Castle 
Combe Racing Circuit, Wiltshire SN14 7EY, 01454 294117 
e-mail: pauline.day1@tesco.net 
www.castlecombesteamrally.co.uk 

21-22nd May -Vintage Excavator Working Weekend, 
Threlkeld Quarry & Mining Museum, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 
4TT, 01768 779747 

e-mail: threlkeldquarrymuseum@btconnect.com 
www.threlkeldquarryandminingmuseum.co.uk/vintage- 
excavtor-trust 

21 -22nd May - Pickering Country Fair & Tractor Show, 
Scampton Estate, Malton North Yorkshire Y017 8NG, 

01751 200839 e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

22nd May - How Many Left? Grampian Transport Museum, 
Alford, Aberdeenshire AB33 8AE, 01975 562292 
e-mail: info@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 

22nd May - Isle of Wight Festival of Transport, Isle of wight 
Steam Railway, Havenstreet, near Ryde, Isle of Wight P022 
4DA, 01983 882204 
e-mail: info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk 
www.iwsteamrailway.co.uk 


22nd May - Woodhall Spa Country Show, Green Lane, 
Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire LN10 6QY, 07811 145052 
e-mail: jcmichael27@yahoo.co.uk 
www.woodhallsapshow.co.uk 

28th May - Lincoln Autojumble, Hangar 1, Hemswell, 
Lincolnshire DN21 5TJ, 07816 291544 
e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

28-29th May - AEC Society Rally, Newark Showground 
Newark, Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY - road run Saturday, 
main rally Sunday, 07504 974776 
e-mail: membership@aecsociety.com 

28-29th May - Truckfest South, Newbury Showground, 

Priors Court, Hermitage, Thatcham, Berkshire RG18 9QZ, 01775 
768661 e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

28-30th May - Big City Trolleydays, The Trolleybus Museum, 
Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

28-30th May - Ashley Hall Traction Engine Rally, Ashley, Hale, 
Altrincham, Cheshire WA143QA, 01751 200839 
e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

28-30th May - Steam & Heritage Fest, British Motor Museum, 
Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 645029 
e-mail: events@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

28-30th May - Enfield Pageant of Motoring, The Playing 
Fields, Great Cambridge Road, Enfield, Middlesex EN13PL, 

0208 367 1898 e-mail: whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com 
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

28-30th May - Cuckoo Spring Fayre, Laughton Showground, 
East Sussex BN86BN, 01323 811264 
e-mail: laughtonshowground@gmail.com 
www.heritagefield.co.uk 

28-30th May - Launceston Stream & Vintage Rally, Trebant 
Farm, Altarnum, Launceston, Cornwall PL15 7RR, 01566 
775879 

e-mail: secretary@launcestonsteamrally.com 
www.launcestonsteamrally.com 

28-30th May - Selwood Steam & Vintage Rally, Southwick, 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire BAH 9RJ, 01373 466846 
www.selwoodvintage.co.uk 

28-30th May - Smallwood Vintage Rally, A50 Newcastle 
Road, Smallwood, near Sandbach, Cheshire Cwl 1 2TX, 01782 
511477 

e-mail: brendachallinor@btinternet.com 
www.smallwoodvintagerally.co.uk 


28-30th May - Strumpshaw Steam Rally, Strumpshaw Hall, 
near Brundall, Norwich, Norfolk NR13 4HR, 01603 717936 
www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk 

28- 30th May - Chipping Steam Fair, Green Lane Show 
Ground, Chipping, Preston, Lancashire PR3 2TQ, 01995 61866 
e-mail: chippingsteam@aol.com 
www.chippingsteamfair.co.uk 

28th May-5th June - May Half Term - Victory in Europe, 

The Tank Museum, Bovington, Wareham, Dorset BH20 6JG, 
01929 405096 e-mail: ifo@tankmuseum.org 
www.tankmuseum.org 

28th May-5th June - Beside the Seaside, Crich Tramway 
Village, Town End, Crich, Matlock, Derbyshire, 01773 854321 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

29th May - Steam Day with WHOTT feeder bus, 

Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3EE, 
01395 567795 

e-mail: info@coldharbourmill.org 
www.busmuseum.org.uk 

29th May - 14th Classic Cars in the Park, 
Hutton-in-the-Forest, Penrith, Cumbria CA119TH, 
01697451882 

e-mail: ifo@markwoodwardchassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

29th May - Bus & Coach Rally, Rural Life Centre, Reeds Road, 
Tilford, Farnham, Surrey GUI02DL, 01252 795571 
E-mail: helen@rural-life.org.uk 
www.rural-life.org.uk 

29- 30th May - Festival of Country Life, Lamport Hall, 
Lamport, Nothamptonshire NN6 9HD, 01604 686272 
e-mail: admin@lamporthall.co.uk 
www.lamporthall.co.uk 

29-30th May - 24th Ragley Hall Classic Car & Transport Show, 
Ragley Hall, Alcester, Warwickshire B49 5NJ, 01527 831726 
e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

29-30th May -Transport Day, East Anglian Railway Museum, 
Chappel & Wakes Colne Station, Wakes Colne, Essex C06 2DS, 
01206242524 

e-mail: keith.chadwick@earm.co.uk 
www.earm.co.uk 

29-30th May- Abergavenny Steam & Vintage Rally, Bailey 
Park, Park Road, Abergavenny, Monmouthshre NP7 5PR, 
www.abergavennysreamrally.co.uk 

29-30th May - Classics in the Park, Knebworth Park, 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire.SGI 2AX, 01527 831726 
e-mail: info@gemninevents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 
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29-30th May - 58th Carrington Rally Steam & Heritage Show, 
Carrington, Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 7DZ, 07702 208518 
e-mail: enquiries@carringtonrally.co.uk 
www.carringtonrally.co.uk 

30th May - The Kettle, Suffolk Autojumble, Church Farm, 
Kettleborough, nearWoodbridge, Suffolk IP13 7LF, 01728 
724858 


JUNE 


3- 5th June - Vintage Show, Stonham Barns Showground, 
Pettaugh Road, Stonham Aspal, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 6AT, 
01449 711111 e-mail: info@stonham-barns.co.uk 
www.stonham-barns.co.uk 

4th June - Lurgan Show, Lurgan Public Park, Co Armagh 
BT67 9BG, 02838 881974 e-mail: michele.doran@btinternet.com 
www.lurganshow.co.uk 

4- 5th June - St Albans Steam & Country Show, Oaklands 
College, Hatfield Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL4 OXR, 07896 
555097 e-mail: enquiries@hertssteam.co.uk 
www.hertssteam.co.uk 

4-5th June - Heskin Steam & Vintage Rally - new venue - 
Malt Kiln Farm, Tinkers Lane, Eccleston, Lancashire PR7 5QY, 
01257 267433 e-mail: nuttyslack@hotmail.co.uk 
www.heskinsteamrally.co.uk 

4-5th June - 51stTinkers Park Stam Engine Rally, Tinkers 
Park, Hadlow Down, near Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 4HS 
e-mail: info@tinkerspark.com 
www.tinkerspark.com 

4-5th June - Malvern Land Rover Show & 4x4 Spares, Three 
Counties Soghwground, Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW, 
01697 451882 e-mail: ifo@markwoodwardchassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

4-5th June - Vintage Vehilce Show, Shropshire Showground, 
Berwick Road, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 2PF, 01952 770985 
e-mail: dereksheedyone@gmail.com 
www.midshropshirevintageclub.com 

4-5th June - 2nd Lechlade Rally, Rough Ground's Farm, 
Lechlade, Gloucestershire GL7 3EU, 01993 843221 
e-mail: info@lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk 
www.lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk 

4-5th June - Festival of Transport, Whites Nurseries, Clay 
Lane, Earls Barton, Northamptonshire NN6 OEP, 01604 811633 
e-mail: mickhigham970@02.co.uk 
www.festivaloftransport.net 

4-5th June - South Molton Vintage Rally, Coombesland Cross, 
South Molton, Devon EX36 3NW, 07974 026060 
e-mail: lindaregan@talktalk.net 
www.smoltonrally.co.uk 

4-5th June - Woolpit Steam, Warren Farm, Wetherden, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk IP143JX, 01449 737443 
www.woolpit-steam.org,uk 

5th June - Motor Show, Madeira Drive, Brighton, Sussex BN2 
1EN, 01527 831726 e-mail: info@gemninevents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

5th June - Bromley Pageant of Motoring, Norman Park, Hayes 
Lane, Bromley, Kent BR2 9EF, 01959 541444, 
e-mail: bromleypageant@kelsey.co.uk 
www.bromleypageant.co.uk 

5th June - Cherished Vehicle & Farm Fun Day, Allington Farm, 
Chippenham, Wiltshire SN146LJ, 01249 891159 
e-mail: cvs@chippenhamlions.org.uk 


5th June -17th Hardy Country Classic Tour, Hampton Park 
Business Park, Higher Bockhampton to Weymouth, Dorset DT2 
8QH, 01305 260038 e-mail: nickaplin336@btinternet.com 
www.transportofyesteryear.com 

5th June - Normous Newark Autojumble, Newark 
Showground, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY, 01507 
529430 e-mail: info@newarkautojumble.co.uk 
www.nearkautojumble.co.uk 

5th June - Heritage Rally, British Motor Museum, Banbury 
Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 645029 
e-mail: events@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

5th June - 34th HCVS Tyne-Tees Run, Stockton to Gypsies Green 
Stadium, Seafront, South Shileds, Tyne and Wear NE33 2LD 
www.hcvs.co.uk 

5th June -TT Mad Sunday Vintage Show, Ballacreggan Farm, 
Port St Mary, Isle of Man IM9 5AY, 07624 496870 

5th June - Tavistock Steam & Vintage Fair, Wharf Car Park, 
Plymouth Road, Tavistock, Devon PL19 8AT, 01752 878968 
e-mail: rodney.ford@hotmail.co.uk 
www.therobeytrust.co.uk 

5-6th June - Innishannon Steam & Vintage Rally, 
Innishannon, Co Cork, Ireland, 0353 21 477 5808 

11-12th June - Wiltshire Steam & Vintage Rally, Rainscombe 
Park, Oare, near Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 4HZ, 01672 
563525 e-mail: dencoombesmisty@btinternet.com 
www.wapg.co.uk 

11-12th June - 39th Aldham Old Time Rally, Chalkney 
Meadow, Colchester Road, White Colne, Colchester, Essex C06 
2PP e-mail: secretary@aldhamrally.co.uk 
www.aldhamrally.co.uk 

11-12th June -Whitwell Steam & Country Fair, Mansell's 
End Farm, Bury Lane, Codicote, Hertfordshire SG4 8XY, 07773 
219388 e-mail: robandpenny@zen.co.uk 
www.whitwellsteam.com 

11 -12th June - South Tyne Traction Engne Rally, Tynedale 
Park, Corbridge, Northumberland NE45 5AY, 07968121247 
e-mail: sttes@hotmail.co.uk 
www.corbridgesteamrally-sttes.com 

11 -12th June - Dig for Victory Show, The North Somerset 
Showground, Bathing Pond Fields, Wraxall, Somerset BS48 
1NE, 07968 274480 e-mail: info@digforvictoryshow.com 
www.digforvictoryshow.com 

11-12th June - 9th North Rode Vintage Show, Station Road, 
North Road, Bosley, near Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2PH, 

01625 614552 e-mail: nigelmoss-northrode@gmx.co.uk 

11 -12th June - Tractorfest, Newby Hall, Ripon, North 
Yorkshire HG45AE, 07544119555 
e-mail: theyvatractorshow@yahoo.co.uk 
www.theyva.com 

11-12th June - Slaidburn Steam & Vintage Vehicle Display, 
Hark to Bounty Inn, Slaidburn, Lancashire BB7 4EP, 01200 
446605 e-mail: captmcnamee@gmail.com 
www.slaidburnsteam.co.uk 

11 -12th June - West Bay Vintage Rally, The Showground, 
West Bay Road, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4EG, 07918 961095 
e-mail: wdvtsec@hotmail.com 
www.wdvtsec.com 

11 -12th June - Neath Steam & Vintage Show (formerly Cefn 
Coed Colliery), Llwynfelish Farm, Neath Road, Crynant near 
Neath, Glamorgan SA108SP, 07971 167651 



11 -12th June - Worldwide Weekend Trolleydays, The 
Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 
711391 e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

11-12th June - Astwood Bank Vintage Gathering, S E 
Davis & Son, Sandhills Farm, Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, 
Worcestershire B96 6BG, 01926 881346 
e-mail: peter@peterwaghorn.wanadoo.co.uk 

11 -12th June - 37th Wrotham Classic Steam & Transport 
Rally, Wings of the Morning Field, Wrothsam Hill, KentTN15 
7NS, 07909 042488 e-mail: enquiries@wrotham.org 
www.wrotham.org 

11 -12th June - Power from the Past, Beamish Museum, 
Stanley, Co Durham DH9 ORG, 0191 370 4000 
e-mail: museum@beamish.org.uk 
www.beamish.org.uk 

11-12th June — Belper Steam & Vintage Event-Salterwood 
Meadows, Street Lane, Denby, Derbyshire DE5 8NE, 07803 
902053 e-mail: terry.belpersteam@gmail.com 
www.belpersteam.co.uk 

11-12th June — Stoke Row Steam Rally, Hill Bottom, 
Whitchurch Hill, Reading, Berkshire RG8 7PU, 01344486634 
e-mail: tonywaistell@yahoo.co.uk 
www.stokerowsteamrally.com 

11 -12th June - Classic Vintage Commercial Show, British 
Motor Museum, Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 
OBJ, 01926 645029 e-mail: events@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

12th June - Classic Vehicle Day, Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Steam Railway, Toddington, Station, Gloucestershre GL545DT, 
01242 621405 e-mail: info@swsr.com 
www.gwsr.com 

12th June -Welsh National Tractor Road Run, Dolgellau 
Market, Merionydd, Gwynedd LL401AB, 07721 910405 
e-mail: anne.trials@btinternet.com 

12th June - Copythorne Steam & Vintage Rally, The Scout 
Field, Romsey Road, Copythorne, near Southampton S040 2NZ, 
02380 814102 e-amil: joysellwood@utlook.com 

12th June - American Road Show, British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum, King Street, Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 
452011 

e-mail: enquires@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 
www.britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

12th June - Garstang Autojumble, Hamilton House Farm, 
Garstang, Preston, Lancashire PR3 OTB, 07836 331324 
E-mail: info@garstangautojumbles.co.uk 
www.garstangautojumbles.co.uk 

12th June - 48th East Coast Run, Hull to Bridlington 
e-mail: events@eytcc.org.uk 

12th June - Event Day and Model Transport Exhibition, 

South Yorkshire Transport Musem, Unit 9, Waddington Way, 
Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH, 0114 255 3010 
e-mail: info@sytm.co.uk 
www.sytm.co.uk 

12th June - 25th Festival of Transport, Stockwood Park, 

Luton, Bedfordshire e-mail: infocvpg@aol.com 
www.cvpg.ner 

12th June - Vauxhall Heritage Day, Vauxhall Heritage Centre, 

Park Street, Luton, LU13HG 

www.vauxhall.co.uk 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


MERCEDES IDENTIFIED 

Mercedes-Benz 1418, DHM 288D, seen 
in one of the accident pictures in the last 
issue, was actually operated by Alpine 
Refrigerated Deliveries Grimsby, on the 
Eskimo-Findus-Lyons Maid contract. 

It was very similar to Silver Roadways 
vehicles, EHM ...D and so on. 

My dad worked for Alpine in the 1970s. 
The Mercs were 1418s and originated 
from the company's Greenford depot. 

The London drivers did not like them, so 
they ended up in Grimsby - 1418 plus the 
word Merc was not liked in the London 
area. 

I remember very well going with my dad 
on the Friday night trunk to Wansford, 
near Peterborough on the A1, to change 
over with the Greenford drivers, who were 
always in a hurry to get back. Attached 
are some pictures of some Alpine lorries, 
George Dixon, Immingham, Lincolnshire 
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ALIVE AND WELL 

I was pleased to see the photo of ORB 277 
from Barry Fenn, on page 71 of Vintage 
Roadscene issue 198.This coach is now 
in its 36th year at the Midland Transport 
Museum at Wythall. As Robin Hannay 
indicated in a recently published letter in 
'Roadscene, the coach had been offered 
for sale before entering service with Blue 
Bus Services, as it was a little out-dated 
at the beginning of the 1950s, as longer, 
higher capacity vehicles were introduced 
to the market. 

However, ORB 277 remained as the 
front-line coach in the small Blue Bus 
Services fleet, accompanied by 1939 
vintage Daimler COG5/40, GNU 750, for 
almost the whole of the 1950s, in spite 
of the advent of full-fronted underfloor- 
engined vehicles early in that decade. 

It was not until June 1959 that Blue Bus 
purchased one of these more modern 
machines, a Daimler Freeline D650HS with 
Burlingham 37-seat body, 120 JRB, one of 
this last of the type fitted with a Daimler 
CD650 engine. 

ORB 277 continued with Blue Bus 
throughout the 1960s, but as Bedford SB 
coaches, and even a Daimler Roadliner 
heavyweight coach, joined the Blue Bus 
fleet in that decade, so ORB was confined 
more to school and works services. As 
documented in 'Roadscene issue 59, back 
in 1999, the coach was sold to the writer 
for preservation, in 1970, and after an 
enjoyable ten years with the coach, I sold it 
on to BaMMOT at Wythall in Summer 1980. 

David Stanier, via e-mail 


PAINTED DAIMLER RADIATORS 

I read with interest the article in February issue by Clive Baker, 
regarding the painting of Daimler radiators. I do not think it was 
quite as simple as all Daimler buses being delivered with chrome- 
plated fluted radiators and then painted over to match livery by 
their operator. 

All wartime Daimlers had painted radiators, as far as I know, 
because of economy and availability of material. There were still 
shortages after the war and I have records of a Daimler CVD6 
coach with Harrington body, FVE 559, being delivered to Burwell 
& District Motor Service in June 1947, complete with a painted 
radiator, as shown in the attached picture taken in August the same year. I also 
attach a scan of an invoice from Daimler for the supply of a chrome radiator cover for the same 
vehicle dated 22/6/1948, so assume that chrome was not available when the chassis was built. 

Interestingly a new Daimler CVD6, HER 784, with a Massey double-deck body was acquired 
in 1950 with a painted radiator. I have a photo taken when new and another dated 1956, both 
with a painted radiator. A chrome radiator was fitted at some stage, date unknown, as my only 
memories of this bus were with a chrome radiator. I have seen various other correspondence 
from Daimler citing shortage of materials and facilities as a reason for delayed delivery in the 
somewhat difficult days after World War II. 

Another assumption on my part is that buses with a painted radiator delivered new had steel 
radiator shells, as the chromed ones were based on brass, which was expensive and also in short 
supply. I have scrapped old Daimler cars and was delighted to find the radiator shells were brass 
under the chrome which made them valuable and no doubt could be the reason why not many 
of the big fluted bus radiators lay around bus depots for long! 

Jim Neale, Burwell, Cambridgeshire 




r 

LINCOLNSHIRE DETAILS 

I've just got round to looking at my copies 
of the second of the'Roadscene Collection' 
volume on buses, which I think are 
excellent, with some stunning and unusual 
images. I'm particularly intrigued with the 
Lincolnshire section in volume 2 as LRCC 
(Lincolnshire Road Car Company) is one of 
my favourite bus companies. 

On page 48 of the second volume, there 
is a picture of the front entrance of what 
you think might possibly be Grimsby bus 
station. No doubt you have had hundreds 
of people writing in about this, but I'm 
pretty certain it is actually LRCC's Lincoln 
bus station - there is a similar picture on 
page 9 in The Prestige Series volume on 
LRCC by John Banks (published by Venture 
Publications in 2000), which states that the 
said bus station is the cramped affair at 

v_ 


Lincoln. 

On pages 49 and 50 of your book you have 
two pictures of what is thought to be Brigg 
bus station. If the destination indicator on 
the LRCC Tiger is genuinely set, not posed 
for the photographer, then I don't think it 
can be Brigg bus station as the LRCC service 
3 didn't go anywhere near Brigg. I hazard a 
guess it is Grimsby bus station, but I stand 
to be corrected... 

I'm also somewhat mystified by your 
remark in the first'Roadscene Collection' 
bus volume, concerning Midland Red being 
a mysterious operator. BMMO is actually 
one of the best documented operators, 
starting with Paul Gray's, Malcolm Keeley's 
and John Seale's monumental two-volume 
history, published by The Transport 
Publishing Company way back in 1978, not 
forgetting one of the first of the early Ian 


Allan ABCs published round about 1949; 
there have been numerous publications on 
BMMO ever since. 

I see that since the second 'Roadscene 
Collection'bus volume was published there 
has been a change of ownership of its 
parent magazine Vintage Roadscene - what 
has happened? 

Geoff Mizen, Ely, Cambridgeshire 

Thanks for the additional information and 
corrections. I sometimes have to take an 
educated guess, when writing captions to 
pictures like these, and rely on readers to put 
me right Vintage Roadscene passed from Key 
Publishing to Kelsey Publishing at the end of 
2014 in a multi-magazine exchange deal, with 
Kelsey adding the Road Haulage Archive series 
alongside. Whether either publisher will carry 
on with the bus series remains to be seen... 

_ J 
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HULL FISH TRANSPORT 

What an excellent photo feature on Hull fish 
transport Just a few points to clarify - the 
fish market on St Andrews Dock was named 
'Billingsgate', after the London market, rather 
than the fish merchants having premises in 
London as well as Hull, as the photo captions 
imply. 

At one time, Hull was the largest deep 
sea trawler port in the world, with vessels 
fishing, not only around the coast of Iceland, 
but also in the Barents Sea and off the coast 
of Newfoundland, the average trip taking 
three weeks. By the time Iceland imposed 
a 200 mile limit in 1975, the Hull fleet was 
totally dependent on the deep sea fishery, 
and was the hardest hit of all the British 
ports because of this. 

Many of the pictures featured were taken 
from the Liverpool Street footbridge, 
which not only spanned the railway lines 
seen to the left in some views, but also the 
lines adjacent to the fish quay. Before the 
Beeching Report, eight fish trains a day were 
leaving Hull, but after July 1964, this was 
reduced to just two and, by 1965, the last 
service to London also ceased, giving way to 
road transport. 

The pictures of Bogg Seafoods and Link 
Transport Dodges are of interest, as they 
both shared the same silver and blue livery 
and they also had the same layout for the 
lettering on the cab doors. G Bogg and 
Son Ltd had premises in both Hull and 
Bridlington and, by 1966, had a depot in 
Taunton, with fish being trunked overnight. 
LinkTransport was set up in 1954, by George 
Bogg's son John, who later was also a 
partner in GrayleaseTrailer Rentals. 

I served my time as an apprentice 

GEORGE EYSTON AND 
THORNYCROFTCARS 

I recently purchased the'Thornycroft. 
Made in Basingstoke'bookazine, 
published alongside Vintage Roadscene. 
Page 20 of this publication claims to 
show'before and after'images of the 
same vehicle, but I am not convinced. 

The car at the bottom of page 20 
very closely resembles one of the cars 
on page 23, with its wire wheels, body 
shape and running board for the spare 
wheel. 

The car driven by George Eyston, 
seen at the top of page 20 has wooden 
spoked wheels, a different-shaped 
radiator and body, with plain running 
boards. Not only that, but it appears to 
have a much shorter wheelbase and 
looks more like a sporting two-seater. 



mechanic working for C Kilvington Ltd, 
whose fish processing factory was in 
Wassand Street, just a bit further along from 
Wilkinson Bros' premises. Our garage was off 
Walton Street, home of Hull Fair. 

Kilvington's was a subsidiary of trawler 
owners,Thomas Hamling & Co Ltd, which 
sold all of its fish products under the 
'Finbarr' brand name. This was wet fish 
and also frozen, including cod balls, fish 
fingers and fish portions. Three refrigerated 
trailers were used for delivery of the frozen 
products, while a trunk service to Plymouth 
was operated five nights a week, Monday 
to Friday, carrying wet fish in insulated box 
containers, using'card ice', made from solid 
carbon dioxide, to keep the fish fresh. 

Initially, these containers were mounted 
on Leyland Retriever six-wheelers, then 
later fitted to single-axle flat trailers, for 
better interchangeability. The 'Plymouth 
Trunk' left Hull around 4.30 in the afternoon, 
making its first deliveries in Bristol, then 
on to Bridgwater, where part of the load 
was transshipped into a Bedford/Hawson 
insulated van, which was based there. 

With a change of driver, the trunk motor 
carried on, dropping off fish at Exeter 

I can well believe that George Eyston 
owned both vehicles, but I don't believe 
that the one he is driving is a renovation 
of the one at the bottom of the page - 
more lie a complete rebuild. 

As the pictures are from the 
Thornycroft Society, I wondered if they 
could shed more light on the matter. 

I don't own or drive any Thornycroft 
vehicles, but I've had a long interest in 
commercial vehicles and am a regular 
visitor to the Milestones Museum. 

Mike Dean, Andover, Hampshire 

There seems to have been a mix-up 
here, and what you say is probably true, 
although I believe the cars were owned 
by the Thornycroft company or family. 
Perhaps, as you say, the Thornycroft 
Society could clarify this for us... 


and Torquay, the driver having keys for 
storerooms, so as to make deliveries during 
the night, without the owner being present. 
On arrival at Plymouth,the last of the load 
was transshipped onto the vehicle based 
there, before returning to Bridgwater, by 
which time the Hull-based driver had his rest 
period, returning home empty, arriving in 
Hull around 7.00 pm the following evening. 

I was made redundant at the age of 
19, two months short of completing my 
apprenticeship in 1975.This was a direct 
result of the'Cod Wars'. The parent company, 
Thomas Hamling, was experiencing extreme 
financial difficulties around this time, selling 
off'Finbarr'to raise much-needed capital, 
the buyer, Grimsby-based 'Findus' promptly 
closing it down. I am very proud that I once 
worked in a job connected with Hull's once 
great fishing industry. 

My picture shows Finbarr's Leyland Beaver, 
OAT 315F, seen here on tow at Strensham 
Services on the M5, on August Bank Holiday, 

1973. The clutch had failed at Worcester, on 
the way back from Plymouth. 

Dave Mortimer, Hull. 


ELECTRIC REFUSE 
VEHICLES 

I have just picked up a copy of'On The 
Dust'; reading through, I notice there is 
a glaring omission, the author has made 
no mention of the Richard Garrett GTZ 
battery electric Refuse Collection Vehicles. 
These were a special design, at the behest 
of Glasgow Corporation, which took an 
order for 54 of these unusual vehicles. The 
Corporation even built special receiving 
depots for the results of their collections. 
From memory, I believe they were 
introduced in the early 1920s and were 
very successful. 

R J Metcalfe-Thomas, Bognor Regis 

Thanks for reminding us of these vehicles. 
There were no pictures to hand when this 
book was being put together, but we will 
make sure they are included when another 
volume is published, or perhaps an article 
in Vintage Roadscene on this type of electric 
vehicle... 
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GET SOCIAL... 


Classic & Vintage 
Commercial Show 

11* & 12*June 

A two day show featuring a colourful 
display of pre 1996 commercial vehicles. 

Buy discounted tickets & 
camping pitches online 

or call 01926 645033 
Mon-Fri 10-4pm 

admin fee applies. 

*Gift Aid tickets and other promotional 
vouchers are NOT valid for this show. 


BRITISH 


britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 


MOTOR 

MUSEUM 


WINDSCREEN RUBBER 

Original Pattern Dies available for the 
following makes & models 


WE ALSO DO PSV RUBBERS & DRAFT SEALS 


AEC MkV 
AEC Park Royal 
AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs 
Austin FFK 
Bedford ‘QL’ 
Atkinson Borderer 
Commer TS3 


Dodge ‘K’ Series 
ERF ‘A’ and ‘LV’ 
Foden S21/S80 
Ford D’ Series 
Thames Trader 
Scammel Crusader 
Seddon 1970’s 


Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 


Tel 01953 607295 



call Talk Media Sales on 


01732 447006 



CLASSIC 

lorries 



“No two lorries are the 
same, that’s why you need 
a specialist to arrange your 
insurance cover” 

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 



The Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 0161 410 1065 


Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance 
Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 
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SCAMMELL RESTORATION 

In answer to the comment regarding the Siddle Cook Scammell 
Highwayman, 100 JPT, in the latest issue, the vehicle is at the moment 
undergoing a full restoration, and will be turned out as an artic tractor, as 
first purchased by Cooks, and will be in the company's livery. 

Chris Brook, Preston 

That's great news, we look forward to seeing the vehicle when it's finished. 
Please send us some pictures... 


HALL & CO GUYS 

I read with interest April's issue of Vintage Roadscene. I 
enjoyed the section you did'All the Fun of the Fair'with, 
on page 23, the bottom photo of the Guy. 

This is of personal interest, as I went in the Hall & Co 
Guy'Warriors'as a schoolboy. I have a Hall & Co Ltd fleet 
list, which a gentleman kindly copied for me, for my own 
use. He came from Purley in Surrey. 

Sadly, JOY 967D is not listed.The registration 
would have been spot-on before this age, as Hall & 

Co registered its vehicles in Croydon and had nine 
registrations allocated in 1966, including FVB, GVB, HVB, 
FRK, GRK, MGO, MLD and MLK. 

In this year, RMC mixers, PICON mixers and later 
'Pioneer'all had Croydon registrations, so I can only 
guess that this Guy was once operated by one of these 
firms. 

All Hall & Co Guys had the Leyland 400 engine, six- 
speed gearbox and Kirkstall axles. My late Dad had the 
Hall & Co Guy, new in 1964, 978 BOY, fleet no 3735, later 
he had 944 COY, fleet no 3859.. When one of my elder 
brothers was 21, he got 978 BOY and later, 977 COY, fleet 
no 3883. 

One of the old Guy tippers, with the original alloy body, 
still in Rush Green Motors yard, is ABY 907C, fleet no 
4049, plus two spare bodies. The lat ever Hall & Co Guy 
was a mixer, MLK 927D, fleet no 4394, in April 1966.1 
hope this is of interest. 

Alan Biggs, Enfield 




one-off? Was it harder to make or did it take 
longer, making it more expensive and was 
therefore dropped? Was there more than 
one? 

I personally think that it was the best 
looking version. Incidentally, Edinburgh 
used to remove the two Austin bars from 
the grills of the old version, so they looked 
more like the modern ones. I really hope 
someone will reply to my questions. 

Incidentally, we also had fleet no 24SC408. 
I don't recall the number plate, except that 
it was an F reg, but it was the only Noddy 
we had with the roller door at the rear 


which came to the floor (without the usual 
hinged tailboard). Again how unusual is 
this? 

Bob Stroud, via e-mail 

_ J 


PJ?-. Cwft Mrsplfoi £ wta iwJiy. . 

pr epared the design based on a _ 

UNUSUAL NODDY VAN 

Until very recently I had not realised 
that one of the'Noddy'vans I have driven 
could in fact be unique, or rather its style of 
bonnet could be. 

One Saturday, I went as passenger with 
driver Andy Bain, to our Scottish vehicle 
supply depot in Linlithgow, to collect a new 
'Noddy', fleet no 24SC457, KSX 566G. I now 
wonder if the front panel on this van was 
unique as, not only was it was our first of 
the less pointed, more squared-off bonnets, 
but unlike every other photo I've ever seen 
since, it has a shaped grille, cut out from 
the fibreglass instead of the more normal 
chicken wire. 

Is there anyone out there from Star 
Bodies who can recall this one? Was it a 
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RACS DENNIS 

I was most interested to Allan Bedford's 
article on the RACS coach fleet in Vintage 
Roadscene. As it happens, I have a Co-Op 
coach query, which quite possibly may 
even be the answer to the mystery of what 
Nos.72/3 were? 

A pair of coaches duly came to Smith's 
Luxury Coaches of Reading, which are 
recorded as being new to the Manchester 


Co-operative Society in April 1948. They 
were Dennis Lancet Mk III chassis and one 
had a Strachans C33F body, JXK 539, and 
the other had a similar capacity body by 
Whitsun, JXK 540. 

You will, of course, straight away note 
they had London registrations, despite 
being attributed to Manchester. Maybe the 
latter was only because that was the head 
office, but also likely is that in the scramble 


for new coaches they were diverted? 

I would be interested in your comments 
on the above, also any news of photos of 
these coaches with their original bodies, as 
Smith's fitted heavily-rebuilt second-hand 
bodies in due course. I would be happy to 
meet the usual costs for copies, or you can 
scan them to my e-mail address (forwarded 
to Allan Bedford). 

Paul Lacey, Wokingham 


JOHN OSBORNE (1941-2016) 

Vintage Roadscene reader, John Osborne, 
was taken on his final journey to West 
Berkshire Crematorium by Vintage Lorry 
Funerals' 1950 Leyland Beaver on February 
2nd 2016. 

John was born on November 13th 1941 
in Redruth, Cornwall, and didn't have the 
easiest of childhoods, entering foster care 
before he left primary school. His prospects 
improved at the age of 11, when he was 
fostered to a school teacher in Great 
Bedwyn, near the Kennet & Avon Canal 
between Burbage and Hungerford. Mrs 
Gosling's role changed from teacher and 
foster mum to landlady when John was 16 
years old and he lived in her house until 
she died in 1965. 

After school, John worked on a watercress 
farm, where he leared to drive a tractor as a 
labourer for a Newbury house builder, then 
a tractor driver on a farm for the next seven 
years. John became a lorry driver for Adams 
Transport at Hungerford. When he needed 
somewhere to live, he bought a caravan, 
his home five years with Ringo, his dog, 
until he met IreneTurner and set up home 
inThatcham. 

In 1970, John joined James & Co 
(Hungerford) Ltd, Agriculture Millers & 
Merchant, delivering animal feed with a 
six-wheeled ERF, KMO 30D, hard work, 
handball offloading on some farms to 
where the farmer's wife had requested. Life 
got easier when more farmers were able 
to take bulk deliveries. John worked there 
for 15 years, although his long term health 
may have been affected after fire raged 



through the James & Co buildings in 1960. 
The company chose a quick replacement 
build using asbestos sheeting. 

Cerebos took over James & Co in 1986 
and John was made redundant but quickly 
found work with the newly-formed Milk 
Marque, driving a Scania six-wheeled 
tanker on farm collections. John was 
always neat and tidy and liked his new Milk 
Marque uniform. His cab was immaculate, 
the only smell being John's Brut aftershave. 
He often came home with gifts from 
farmers, which could range from a tray 
of eggs to an unwanted kitten. Perhaps 
coloured by his upbringing in the frugal 
1950s, John's idea of holidays were days 
away with some new destinations being 
visited each year. However, every year 
they would visit the Cheddar Gorge, 



having dinner in Stones Cafe in Weston- 
super-mare. Southsea was also a regular 
place visited and at every new location he 
purchased a sticker for the rear screen of 
his Ford Sierra. 

During John's mid-60s. Milk Marque was 
taken over by Dairy Crest and after 22 
years of farm collection, which involved 
minimal manual work, he was made 
redundant. Finding another job wasn't 
easy and, after some agency shifts, John 
joined Swift Couriers at Newbury and 
then Reading Freight Services. John found 
the work difficult pulling back the heavy 
curtains, and climbing up onto the deck 
of his lorry many times in a shift caused a 
back problem, which was made worse by 
the type of seats, compared with his Milk 
Marque Scania. 

Around this time, John met Linda 
Fordham and his life/work balance was 



completely changed, and a man who had 
never felt comfortable on holiday now 
went abroad with Linda. A trip to Portugal 
was followed by touring in Scotland and 
then they went on a cruise. John became 
an avid collector of model classic trucks 
in 1/50 scale and attended model shows 
and sales. At the Basingstoke Festival of 
Transport, John met David Hall and chatted 
about the funerals David had done with his 
Leyland Beaver and took a business card. 

John had lived with Linda for almost 
eight years when he became very ill. John 
checked himself into hospital, rather 
than become a burden to Linda. John 
had Mesothelioma, commonly known as 
Asbestos Disease, and he was told he only 
had three months left. John accepted his 
fate, was cheerful to the end and provided 
a note of what he wanted which included 
Vintage Lorry Funerals'contact details. 

He was also very keen that people 
understood the risks of working with 
asbestos, which was a common building 
material just after World War II. However, it 
is still prevalent today in automotive parts, 
tiles, cement and textiles. An inquest into 
John's Death is scheduled for May 10th. 

John is deeply missed by his partner 
Linda, his former wife Irene, who remained 
a close friend, his sons George, Peter and 
Andrew and their families. John loved his 
old Foden model trucks, which influenced 
the shape of the family's main floral tribute. 

If you want to know more about the 
1950 Leyland Beaver, ring David on 01225 
865346 or visit www.vintagelorryfunerals. 
co.uk 
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PICTURE OF READING 

Thank you for a very good issue 
including the item on the British 
Trolleybus Society, of which I have 
been a member almost from the start. 
You did us proud there, thank you. 

I believe our chairman is going to 
thank you formally with an update, if 
he has not already done so. 

Regarding the RACS article, I can 
add a piece of information on picture 
two on page 44, which was taken 
in London Street, Reading, as Osco 
Printers and Stationers was an old 
established company at that time. I 
am not sure, but the vehicles might 
have been there in connection with 
the Easter'Ban the Bomb'marches 
from London to Aldermaston, which 
took place in those days. London 
Street, being a wide road, was a 
favourite parking spot for support 
buses and coaches; they were a 
spotters'paradise, lined upon both 
sides of the road. I hope that this may 
be of interest. 

Roy Fawcett, via e-mail 




EDWARDS'SCAMMELLS 

I was pleased to see a picture of the Churchill, 

FEV 858, in your May edition. My father owns 
this vehicle which is now in preservation. 

While it is correct that Churchill is a Showtrac 
conversion, it was not converted by Scammells 
or by the Showtrac supplier, Sidney Harrison. 

The conversion took place at the Edwards'yard 
in Ferndale Road, Swindon, along with a sister, 

Moonraker, CHK652. 

I understand the Edwards took measurements and patterns from DCO 265, Anderton 
and Rowland's'Dragon'in 1946, when she was stored in Edwards'yard overnight. 

The craftsmanship and exacting standards of the Edwards meant that Churchill and 
Moonraker are identical to the Showtrac, save for the slightly narrower cab, being built 
on 15LA tractor units. They were even fitted with a water cooler on the gearbox. I have 
attached a copy of a picture of Moonraker in 1951 at Hampstead Heath. Moonraker was 
driven by Bob Edwards and Churchill by Jim Edwards. 

I enjoyed reading your publication of fairground lorries on the tober. Page 17 features 
a picture of an Edwards'vehicle, XL 7215, described as an Armstrong Saurer. This 
was actually an early chaindrive Scammell, which was given the name Queen of the 
Cotswolds. I have attached a picture of this vehicle, while it was in the course of being 
fitted out with the rear bodywork. 

I look forward to the second edition of 
the tober edition, given the first edition is 
receiving many favourable reviews. 

Christopher Randall, Lincolnshire 

Thanks for the extra information and 
correction. We're glad the 'All the Fun of the 
Fair' bookazine is going down well with 
readers; as this seems a popular subject, to 
which we will return in due course. 


f 

FURTHER THOUGHTS ON 
LUTONVANS 

Another excellent issue of Vintage 
Roadscene, for April 2016, as usual with a 
whole variety of articles. Please pass my 
thanks on to all your colleagues. 

Two comments on the article in Scenes 


look closely at the driver's right hand, just 
in front of his fingers is a handle. Is this on 
a sliding door? If it is the leading edge of 
the door from the handle to the bottom of 
door has curves on it. It would be unusual 
if doors where not fitted considering the 
British weather. 


Past entitled Maximum Volume. On page 
37, photo CHC abd935, the comment in the 
captions queries whether there were doors 
fitted to the cab of the Thames ET6. If you 


Another 1946 Austin K4, 
presumably seen a bit 
later in life, GOX 746, of 
Shenstone Transport, 

Tyseley, Birmingham, looks 
decidedly down-at-heel, 
with battered roof and front 
wings and a headlamp 
missing, but seems to have 
been photographed while 
still at work. You can’t 
help wondering what the 
advertisers of Ogden’s St 
Bruno - a man’s tobacco’ - or 
Wall’s Sausages - ‘now pre¬ 
war quality!’ - might have 
thought, if they’d seen the 
state of the vehicle carrying 
their adverts... (CHC abf!54),,, 



The other comment is on photo CHC 
abfl 54, on page 38, of the 1946 Austin 
K4. The caption states that it could still be 
at work. If you look in front of the vehicle. 


% 



Above: Not a job for a ‘fat bloke’ or anybody 
too tall, with N Francis & Co, the London- 
based parcels carrier. This Thames ET6, NLB 
595 (London, 1953) has a narrow opening, and 
possibly no actual door, to the cab, which the 
Luton body certainly restricts in height. Notice 
the advert for Mansion Polish on the side of the 
van - an additional source of income for the 
company. (CHC abd935) 


there is a ramp leading down from the 
loading bay to road level, which is blocking 
the vehicle in. It looks as if the vehicle is 
being used as storage for packing material 
and so on. 

Malcolm Paul, via e-mail 


Thanks for your thoughts and, in each case, 
looking at the pictures again, I'm inclined to 
agree with you. 

_ J 
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NEXT MONTH™ 

200TH ISSUE 

- WE LOOK BACK 

TIPPERS ON SITE 

50 YEARS SINCE 
HARRINGTON CLOSED 

CLASSICS IN NEW 
ZEALAND 

SNOW-TRAC 

MORE MANBRE & GARTON, GAYDON REPORT, MODEL ROADSCENE 

JULY ISSUE, ON SALE JUNE 17TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 



To subscribe VINTAGE r 
see pages48-49 KoADSCENL 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally primed from 8Qp inc P&P. 
Preo digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50.000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-fine or mail order 

SAE NA3TCVR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail infb@na3l.nrg Phone. Sob 01903 235107 

Land; sea or air negative collections purchased 


TO ADVERTISE IN 


n VINTAGE 17 

Koadscenil 


www.roadscene.com 

PLEASE CALL THE TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 01732 445325 


CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 



Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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THIS TRACTOR 


TE-F20 


HOW TO ENTER 

All you have to do to be in with a chance 
of winning the fantastic prize is to purchase a 
copy of the April, May or June issues of Tractor 
& Farming Heritage magazine (first on sale 4th March) 


AND FARMING HERITAGE MAGAZINE - 


Each copy will have a competition page with details of 



MF 100s - the launch 

UNIMOG 

A farmer's best friend 


is running a brilliant new competition 
offering one lucky winner a 1955 
Ferguson TE-F20 tractor with a rare 
Reekie potato ridger and two-furrow 
Feiguson plough. 

THE TRACTOR 

The ubiquitous Ferguson TE-F20 was 
manufactured between 1951-56 with more 
than half a million tractors rolling off the 
production line. Today they are still the 
most popular tractor in preservation; 
they make a fine road run tractor and are 
still useful around the small holding or 
market garden. 


YOU CANT WIN WITHOUT A COPY OF THE MAGAZINE SO 
GET YOURS NOW! AVAILABLE AT ALL GOOD RETAILERS 

OR VISIT SHOP.KELSEY.CO.UK TODAY! 


pictures located within the magazine - simply find them and 

then send in you answer. 


nrn 


FERGIE 


: 




ST 






.tractormagazine.co.uk £3.99 


AND FARMING HERITAGE MAGAZINE 


SUPER DEXTAS HEAD TO HEAD 

FORDSON vs FORD 3000 


RED GIANTS 
TAKE OFF 


ID BROWN 50D 

r sion impossible accomplished 













THIS MONTH’S 

NEW RELEASES 

1:76 Scale '00' gauge precision diecast models 



Details May Be Subject to Change 



20651 Plaxton Pointer Dart FIRST CAPITAL CITYBUS 

At the time other operators began working the London bus routes a mass of 
liveries appeared on the streets of the capital. The attractive colours of Hong Kong 
Citybus was retained by First on fleet number 782, registered N982 EHJ as it ran 
route 645 to Chingford Station. MAY RELEASE 



28609 GM Standard Atlantean GM BUSES ROCHDALE 

As the GM buses fleet was localised the buses were given new identities, our 
model captures fleet number RE 8677, registered A677 HNB branded for Rochdale 
and working route 409 to Rochdale with adverts for EBM, a local Kitchen and 
Bathroom Company showroom. 

MAYRELEASE 



28829 Leyland Titan OXFORD BUS COMPANY 

Buses from the City of Oxford are always popular with collectors and in this model 
we feature fleet number 973 carrying adverts for Fox Radio. This ex London Titan 
registered KYV 493X makes an interesting variation to the fleet as it works route 
52 to Oxford City Centre. 

MARCH RELEASE 



38126 Bristol VRT RIBBLE 

Following the sellout of our previous Ribble VRT we have another version, this time 
featuring the later fleet names. Fleet number 1984, registered NCK 984K is 
working route 668 to Upperby carrying adverts for Robertsons bread. 



17231 Leyland National NORTHUMBRIA 

In the striking livery of Northumbria this Leyland National should be popular, as the 
last model in these colours quickly sold out. Fleet number 772, registered LUP 903T 
is working route 46 to Gosforth via Newcastle. 

MARCH RELEASE 


MAYRELEASE 




28012 Leyland DMS 1 Door WESTERN SCOTTISH 

Another model to excite our Scottish collectors is this Leyland DMS in the attractive 
livery of Western Scottish. Fleet number DR 819, registered KJD 2P, is working 
route 16 to Crichton. 

APRIL RELEASE 


31808 RMA Routemaster BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS 

The Airport Routemasters ran a unique service between Heathrow and West 
London, operated originally by B.E.A. then becoming part of British Airways. 
Registration number KGJ 610D is depicted at the time of this change over period. 

MAYRELEASE 



25213 Bristol RELL Bus BRISTOL NBC 

We have been reminded that our Bristol Omnibus fleet is missing an RELL in the 
standard N.B.C. livery. To correct this is fleet number BH 1325, registered MHW 
285L operating route 332 to Bristol. APRIL RELEASE 


For EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct call: 0208 344 6720 

Want to keep up to date with all our new model releases? 

Why not join our EFE Subscription Service! See our website for more details. 

exclusivefirsteditions.com 















































